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ABOUT NLIHC
The National Low Income Housing Coalition is dedicated solely to achieving socially 
just public policy that ensures people with the lowest incomes in the United States have 
affordable and decent homes.  

A key part of our work is through public education and engagement. NLIHC is committed 
to sharing resources and tools that help individuals become informed advocates. Tenant 
Talk is one of the many resources we provide to the public. 

BECOME A MEMBER
NLIHC relies heavily on the support of our members to fund our work and to guide our 
policy decisions. Members are our strength! Hundreds of low income residents and 
resident organizations have joined the NLIHC community by becoming members. 

We suggest an annual membership rate of only $5 for a low-income individual 
membership, and $15 for a low income resident organization. Please consider becoming a 
member of NLIHC today at nlihc.org/membership.
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Message from the 
Editorial 
Board

Dear Readers,

It has been quite the summer. Our last issue in late spring focused on the 
COVID-19 pandemic and how it would affect low-income renters. Since 
then, the pandemic has raged around the world at varying levels but has 

been particularly devastating in the United States. At the time of this writing the 
number of coronavirus cases in the United States is over 5 million and the death 
toll from the virus is nearly 200,000.

Further, according to Princeton’s Eviction Lab, there have been more than 
40,000 evictions during the pandemic. The recent eviction moratorium from the 
Centers for Disease Control should keep renters stably housed, but only through 
December. At that point, all of their accumulated rent is still owed.

What is the path forward? Well, Congress passed the CARES Act in March which 
provided relief to millions in terms of unemployment insurance, an eviction 
moratorium on most federally subsidized properties, and funds that could be 
used for rental assistance by many state and local governments. Tragically, 
rental assistance programs are depleting quickly or funds are not being released. 
Congress and the White House were in serious discussions to pass another relief 
package but left for the August recess before they could get a deal done and left 
millions of people on financial life support. At the time this issue goes to print, 
there is no progress on the desperately needed relief legislation.

One of the many ways low-income renters can take action is by urging their 
members of Congress to pass a robust relief package. NLIHC research finds that 
30-40 million renters are facing eviction when the moratorium ends, and there 
is a need for $100 billion in rent relief, a universal eviction moratorium, and $11.5 
billion in homeless service provider assistance.

You know what? There is an election coming up! NLIHC worked hard during 
the Democratic primaries to make housing a key issue and during several 
debates, moderators asked questions regarding candidates’ housing plans. 
Several stated their plans to end homelessness and housing insecurity. NLIHC is 
committed to organizing low-income renters into a viable voting bloc not only in 
this presidential election, but in all elections in years to come, so that housing is 
consistently highlighted as a critical campaign issue.

Voting is just one of the tools low-income renters have to petition their 
government, but renters in the United States are massively underrepresented 
in the voting booth. State, local, and the federal government have privileged 
homeowners largely because their political participation outmatches renters. 
NLIHC understands that low-income renter political power is key to alleviating 
housing insecurity, so when renters win—we all win. When low-income renters 
become a political force to be reckoned with, governments have a duty to respond. 
Read on to see what NLIHC is doing to mobilize low-income renters to the ballot 
box and ways you can get involved!

Shalonda Rivers

Yanira Cortes

Deidre Gilmore

Michael Steele

Loraine Brown

Mindy Woods

https://nlihc.org/


URGENCY OF VOTING

WHY AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING GROUPS SHOULD 
ENGAGE IN THE ELECTION

Affordable homes are built with bricks and dry wall. 
They are also built with ballots. Yet low-income renters 
turn out to vote at much lower rates than homeowners. 

In turn, federal housing policies favor homeownership: only 1 in 
4 households eligible for federal housing assistance receives it, 
while mortgage tax benefits are available to most homeowners. 

While renters with low incomes can make a huge difference in 
elections and create a policy environment that is supportive of 
housing justice, low-income renters face barriers to having their 
voices heard. Low-income renters move more often. This means 
their voter registrations must be updated more frequently than 
homeowners. Many face difficulties getting to the polls due to 
transportation or time constraints. This is all complicated by 
efforts to suppress the votes of low-income people, people of 
color, students, senior citizens, and persons with disabilities – 
groups that are disproportionately represented among renters.  

Nonprofit organizations, resident associations, and other 
housing advocates should play a significant role in addressing 
the barriers that impact low-income renters’ ability to vote. 
These groups are already engaged with low-income renters and 
care about issues impacting low-income communities. Through 
nonpartisan voter registration, education, and mobilization 
efforts, these groups can increase voter turnout. 

We are stronger as a country when we all participate in the 
voting process. While voting is not the only tool we have to 
secure housing as a human right, it is a crucial one. Elevating 
the issue of affordable rental housing to a national priority will 
happen only when candidates and elected officials see low-
income renters and affordable housing advocates as a large, 
active voting bloc.  

Join us in our commitment to increasing voter registration 
and turnout of low-income renters in the 2020 election by 
getting involved in the nonpartisan Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 
campaign today at: www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org
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https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/OHOVotes/voting_housing_tenure_web.jpg
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/OHOVotes/voting_family_income_web.jpg


A HISTORY OF VOTER SUPPRESSION

Our nation’s “founding fathers” wrote about a fair and 
just democracy for all, but this ideal was not realized 
in the early stages of the American experiment. Only 

land-owning white men were able to vote. As time passed, laws 
were modified to allow states to make their own election rules, 
allowing less privileged people like farmers and commoners 
the ability to vote, but it did not extend voting rights to all. In 
1776, New Jersey gave voting rights to all who lived in the state, 
but then quickly passed a law to disenfranchise all women and 
Black men. Native Americans, African Americans, women, and 
immigrants were barred from voting, and places like Maryland 
also banned Jewish people from voting.  

The 15th amendment ensured that people could not be denied 
the right to vote because of their race, color or previous 
condition of servitude, but it also enabled states to oversee 
elections as they saw fit. Shortly after the Civil War, Mississippi’s 
Democrats were appalled when two Black men became 
members of the Senate. They then initiated a campaign of 
intimidation at the polls that succeeded in restoring white 
Democrats to power in Mississippi by 1881. Mississippi became 
one of the first states to put forth a “‘grandfather clause’ that 
permitted registering anyone whose grandfather was qualified 
to vote before the Civil War.” This voter-suppression tactic cut 
the percentage of Black men eligible to vote from over 90% to 
less than 6% in 1892. Women still could not vote.  

Many other states implemented such tactics as poll taxes, 
literacy tests, and English-language requirements to 
deliberately reduce voting among African Americans, 
immigrants, and low-income populations. These tactics became 
known as Jim Crow Laws. Efforts like the one in Mississippi and 
other southern states lasted for almost a century. 

EARLY VOTER 
SUPPRESSION  

TO
P 

PH
O

TO
: P

ho
to

 b
y 

Jo
hn

 B
ak

at
or

, M
ou

nt
 

Ru
sh

m
or

e 
N

at
io

na
l M

em
or

ia
l, 

Ke
ys

to
ne

, U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 B

O
TT

O
M

: L
ib

ra
ry

 o
f C

on
gr

es
s,

 P
rin

t 
sh

ow
-

in
g 

Pr
es

id
en

t 
G

ra
nt

 s
itt

in
g 

at
 t

he
 c

en
te

r o
f a

 la
rg

e 
ta

bl
e,

 w
ith

 s
ev

er
al

 m
en

 c
lu

st
er

ed
 a

ro
un

d,
 s

ig
ni

ng
 

th
e 

15
th

 a
m

en
dm

en
t 

gr
an

tin
g 

th
at

 t
he

 ri
gh

t 
to

 
vo

te
 c

an
no

t 
be

 d
en

ie
d 

on
 b

as
is

 o
f r

ac
e 

or
 c

ol
or

Caption: THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT

VOTER SUPPRESSION IS AN UNFORTUNATE BUT CONSISTENT FEATURE OF THE U.S. POLITICAL SYSTEM. 
LIMITATIONS ON THE RIGHT TO VOTE WERE CODIFIED IN THE JUNE 2013 CASE OF SHELBY COUNTY V. 
HOLDER, IN WHICH THE U.S. SUPREME COURT GUTTED THE 1965 VOTING RIGHTS ACT. THIS DECISION 
NO LONGER REQUIRED STATES AND LOCALITIES WITH A HISTORY OF SUPPRESSING VOTING RIGHTS 
TO SUBMIT CHANGES IN THEIR ELECTION LAWS TO THE U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT FOR REVIEW. SINCE 
THIS RULING, 25 STATES CREATED NEW OBSTACLES TO VOTE. 

SOME READERS MIGHT ASK, 

“How did we get 
here?” LET’S EXAMINE OUR 

NATION’S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH VOTER SUPPRESSION.

https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/article-1/section-4/#:~:text=The%20Times%2C%20Places%20and%20Manner,the%20Places%20of%20chusing%20Senators.
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/article-1/section-4/#:~:text=The%20Times%2C%20Places%20and%20Manner,the%20Places%20of%20chusing%20Senators.
https://www.britannica.com/story/voting-in-the-usa
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/amendment-15/
https://www.crf-usa.org/brown-v-board-50th-anniversary/race-and-voting.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/brown-v-board-50th-anniversary/race-and-voting.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/brown-v-board-50th-anniversary/race-and-voting.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006678638/
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/ensure-every-american-can-vote/vote-suppression


TOP RIGHT: Photo by Trikosko, Marion 
S. Demonstrators marching in the street 
holding signs during the March on 
Washington, 1963 (Library of Congress)

BOTTOM RIGHT: Source, Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and Museum. 
President Lyndon Johnson greets Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., at the signing of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

TOP LEFT: By Russell Lee. Farm Se-
curity Administration - Office of War 
Information Photograph Collection 
(Library of Congress)

BOTTOM LEFT: National Woman’s 
Party activists watch Alice Paul sew 
a star onto the NWP Ratification 
Flag, representing another state’s 
ratification of the 19th Amendment
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Women were afforded the right to vote by the 19th 
amendment to the Constitution in 1920. In practice, 
though, only white women were able to take advantage 

of this provision. The 1950s and 60s were a time of civil unrest 
in the U.S. as the civil rights, anti-war, and feminist movements 
gained prominence. As the civil rights movement grew, activists 
sought equality for African Americans, and voting rights were 
a major focus. Many states used poll taxes to keep marginalized 
people from voting. Others enacted grandfather clauses that 
reinstated the right to vote for many white people who had 
previously been allowed to vote but were disallowed because 
they could not pay poll taxes. The 24th Amendment outlawed poll 
taxes, but while the amendment extended the right to vote to many 
African Americans, it was not enough.  

To voice their discontent with the treatment of African Americans 
in the U.S., civil rights activists like Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa 
Parks, and John Lewis participated in a peaceful march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in March 1965. The event was 
televised, and the world witnessed the cruelty of state troopers 
who attacked the peaceful protestors with batons, tear gas, and 
whips. Some protestors, including Lewis, were beaten until they 
bled. Others ran for their lives.  

Following this pivotal moment in the struggle for voting rights, 
Congress passed and President Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting 
Rights Act. The law outlawed the most common voter suppression 
tactics and created federal oversight of states and localities with 
histories of voter discrimination. The act gave Black women, 
Native Americans, and immigrants the legal right to vote. Many 
thought this marked the end of voter suppression.  

VOTING RIGHTS 
ACT OF 1965

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ds.04000/
https://www.loc.gov/item/mnwp000263/
http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/photo-archive/photolab-detail.html?id=222
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/amdt24-S2-1/ALDE_00001011/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017738854/
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On top of this history, the COVID-19 pandemic has raised fears about voting 
in person. And, with as many as 40 million Americans at risk of losing their 
homes and forced to move, many could lose the right to vote if they fail to 
update their registrations when they move. Finding a home is difficult under 
any circumstances and almost impossible during a pandemic. While a national 
eviction moratorium has been issued until the end of the year, to date, the 
government has failed to pass rent relief. Congress must act soon to save the 
lives of millions of Americans and the integrity of our electoral process. Read 
on to find out how to ensure low-income renters in your communities can show 
up to the polls in full force.  

Voter suppression appeared 
to be a thing of the past. 

The years following the Voting Rights Act saw 
many changes. In the context of the Vietnam 
War, young people believed if they could 

be drafted to fight, they should be able to vote. The 
26th Amendment allowed anyone over 18 years old 
to vote.  

As racial diversity continued to grow in the U.S. 
through the 1970s and 80s, Congress expanded the 
Voting Rights Act to protect members of language 
minority groups. These laws required localities 
to provide voting materials in other languages 
and to provide multilingual assistance at the 
polls. Congress even passed the “National Voter 
Registration Act” requiring states to offer mail-in 
registration and allow people to register to vote at 
offices offering public assistance.  

In recent years, however, many state legislatures 
have introduced an array of voter suppression 
tactics making it more difficult for many people 
to cast a vote. Through the 2013 Shelby County v. 
Holder decision, the U.S. Supreme Court gutted the 
Voting Rights Act by rolling back key provisions 
that required federal oversight of districts based on 
their histories of voter discrimination. With the lack 
of federal oversight, some states require voters to 
obtain identification or proof of citizenship in order 
to register, while others purge names from the rolls 
of registered voters. Others have shortened early 
voting periods. Voters have faced long lines and 
broken machines on election day and limited access 
to absentee and mail-in voting. Voter suppression 
efforts continue today.  

ONGOING 
VOTER 
SUPPRESSION  
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NEW VOTER SUPPRESSION LAWS IN THE 
UNITED STATES SINCE 2010
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Source: “New Voting Restrictions in America.” Brennan Center for Justice
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https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/essay/amdt26-1/ALDE_00001015/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43280932?seq=1
https://www.aclu.org/news/civil-liberties/block-the-vote-voter-suppression-in-2020/
https://www.aclu.org/news/civil-liberties/block-the-vote-voter-suppression-in-2020/


IMPORTANT PARTNERS AND WEBSITES

AS YOU ARE PLANNING VOTER ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES THIS ELECTION SEASON, 
ACCESS THE MANY FREE, ONLINE RESOURCES THAT ARE AVAILABLE. SELECTED 
RESOURCES ARE OUTLINED BELOW, INCLUDING SOME WITH HELPFUL STATE-
SPECIFIC INFORMATION.

Voter Engagement 
Resources 

5  TENANT TALK

Bolder Advocacy, an Initiative of 
Alliance for Justice 

1.	 Bolder Advocacy promotes nonprofit and foundation 
engagement in election and lobbying activities. The 
organization works to explain advocacy rules and 
regulations and provide tools organizations need to be 
confident and powerful advocates. Bolder Advocacy 
makes it clear that nonprofits should not shy away from 
electoral activities, explaining the differences in what 
organizations can and cannot do under IRS tax rules for 
nonprofits.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
HTTPS://BOLDERADVOCACY.ORG 

Fair Elections Center  
2.	 The Fair Elections Center (formerly the Fair Elections 

Legal Network) is a national, nonpartisan voting rights 
and election reform nonprofit organization. Its mission 
is to use litigation and advocacy to remove barriers to 
registration and voting, particularly for traditionally 
underrepresented groups. The Fair Elections Center 
provides legal and technical assistance to voter 
mobilization organizations and works to improve overall 
election administration through legislative reforms. 
State-specific resources include information on voter 
registration deadlines, ID requirements for voting, and 
how to vote early or by mail in your state.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
HTTPS://WWW.FAIRELECTIONSCENTER.ORG/  

​Brennan Center for Justice 
at New York University 
School of Law 

3.	 The Brennan Center for Justice 
understands that voting is the foundation of 
our democracy and fights to preserve and 
expand the right to vote for every eligible 
citizen. The Brennan Center works through 
practical policy proposals, litigation, 
advocacy, and communications to ensure 
that voting is free, fair, and accessible for all 
Americans. The center tracks and publishes 
analyses of voting rights policies in every 
state legislature across the country.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: 
HTTPS://BRENNANCENTER.ORG  

​Nonprofit VOTE 
4.	 Nonprofit VOTE partners with America’s 

nonprofits to help the people they serve 
participate and vote. The largest source of 
nonpartisan resources to help nonprofits 
with voter engagement, Nonprofit VOTE’s 
library of online resources includes a Voter 
Participation Starter Kit and a 50-state 
Voting in Your State Guide, as well as helpful 
guides on planning a voter engagement 
program, engaging candidates, and 
remaining nonpartisan.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
HTTP://NONPROFITVOTE.ORG 

https://bolderadvocacy.org/
https://www.fairelectionscenter.org/
https://brennancenter.org
http://nonprofitvote.org
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VOTE411.org, a Resource 
from the League of Women 
Voters Education Fund 

5.	 VOTE411.org is an online voter education 
resource from the League of Women Voters 
Education Fund and a “one-stop-shop” 
for election-related information. The site 
provides nonpartisan information and 
resources including a voter registration 
tool, a nationwide polling place lookup, 
and ballot guides for voters in every state. 
General and state-specific information is 
available for every voter in America for 
both primary and general elections.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
HTTP://VOTE411.ORG 

​You Don’t Need a Home to Vote, 
a Campaign of the National 
Coalition for the Homeless 

6.	 The You Don’t Need a Home to Vote Campaign seeks to 
promote voting access by specifically engaging people 
experiencing homelessness to become active voters. 
Online resources include a 50-state breakdown of how 
people can exercise the right to become a registered 
voter, how homeless service agencies can incorporate 
voter registration into client intake processes, and 
how homelessness advocates can promote comfort 
and familiarity in casting a ballot.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
HTTP://NATIONALHOMELESS.ORG/CAMPAIGNS/
VOTING 

Vote Early Day 
7.	 Vote Early Day is a nonpartisan collaboration of 

nonprofits, businesses, and election administrators 
working to ensure that Americans understand their 
options to vote early. Voting early – whether by mail or 
in person – reduces lines on election day and provides 
increased flexibility to voters. Organizations can work 
with Vote Early Day to create awareness about early 
voting options and celebrate early voters’ commitment to 
civic engagement on October 24, 2020.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:  
WWW.VOTEEARLYDAY.ORG  

http://vote411.org
http://nationalhomeless.org/campaigns/voting
http://nationalhomeless.org/campaigns/voting
http://www.voteearlyday.org


VOTING LAWS 
IN YOUR STATE
One of the most significant barriers to voting is the wide 
variation in laws by state. Laws change from year to year, and 
people move from one state to another. And many fist-time 
voters have never interacted with their state’s voting laws. 
Because many voting laws have a disparate impact on low-
income people’s ability to vote, it is important for low-income 
renters to become familiar with their states’ voting laws.  

STATE LAWS & INFORMATION
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OHOVOTES 
STATE PAGES  
NLIHC understands how complex state voting laws can be. We 
have compiled the most important things you need to know for 
each state, including registration deadlines, polling times, early 
voting times, mail-in voting information, ID needed for voting, 
voting without an address, and more! 

Visit  
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/voterinformationbystate to 
find your state. Contact your NLIHC housing advocacy organizer 
if you have any questions.

https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/voterinformationbystate
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Alabama 
New restriction(s) in place in the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
to vote. Click here to see the types of ID 
required under Alabama’s law. 

Arizona 
New restrictions enacted in 2019: 
Restrictions on access to emergency 
early and absentee voting and extension 
of voter ID requirements to early voting. 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Limitations on mail-
in ballot collection. 

Arkansas 
New restriction enacted in 2018: 
Arkansas voters enacted a constitutional 
amendment, via ballot initiative, that 
enshrined a photo ID requirement for 
voting in the state constitution. Requires 
that voters show one of a limited set of 
IDs. Click here to see the types of ID 
required under Arkansas’s law. 

Florida  
New restrictions enacted in 2019: 
Cut back on the expansive changes 
made by Amendment 4 – a constitutional 
amendment that restores voting rights to 
many Floridians with a felony conviction 
and that was passed overwhelmingly 
by Florida voters in November 2018. A 
federal 3 district court, however, has 
issued a partial preliminary injunction 
against the cutback, ruling that it is 
unconstitutional for Florida to condition 
the restoration of voting rights on legal 
financial obligations that a returning 
citizen cannot afford to pay. (For 
additional information, click here.)  

Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Cut early voting, curbed 
voter registration drives, and made it 
harder to restore voting rights to people 
with past criminal convictions. 

Georgia  
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2018: The state legislature 
passed, and the governor signed a bill 
that would make voter registration more 
difficult. It imposes a requirement that 
voter registration forms match exactly 
with other state records — a burdensome 
process known as “no match, no vote.” In 
2019, however, Georgia enacted HB 316, 
which largely ended the “no match, no 
vote” policy.  

Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Reduced early voting 
period from 45 to 21 days and cut early 
voting the weekend before Election Day. 

Illinois  
Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Curbed voter registration 
drives. Original effective date: 2011 

Indiana 
New restrictions enacted in 2019: Cut 
deadline for submitting an absentee ballot 
application for most voters from eight 
days to 12 days prior to the election and 
restricted state court lawsuits to extend 
polling place hours. 

New restriction enacted in 2017 and 
2018: In 2017, the state enacted a law to 
implement a flawed voter purge process. 
The law provides for use of the error-
prone Crosscheck Program to remove 
voters without the notice and waiting 
period required by the National Voter 
Registration Act. (The law was amended 
in 2018, but the state failed to fix the 
law’s failure to require notice to voters 
prior to purging them as mandated by 
federal law.) Civil rights groups sued the 
Secretary of State over the law in August 
2017, and a court entered a preliminary 
injunction against the state in June 2018, 
meaning the law is currently not in effect. 
In 2019, the Seventh Circuit affirmed the 
preliminary injunction. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Allows additional 
party-nominated election officers 
to demand voters provide proof of 
identification.* 

* This law subjects voters to an additional and 
duplicative voter identification requirement that did 
not exist before the law was enacted. If, however, 
precinct election officials always enforce the voter ID 
requirement in a uniform manner, this law may not 
have a restrictive effect. 

VOTING RESTRICTIONS 
BY STATE 
Voting laws enacted by states can be restrictive. After the 2010 election, many states passed 
harsh measures that made it harder to vote, including photo ID requirements and registration 
restrictions. The Brennan Center for Justice detailed restrictions enacted in 25 states since 2010: 
(https://bit.ly/33mfCVi). We have reprinted them here. You can also access an interactive map at: 
https://bit.ly/2FEYp0U  

 

New Voting Restrictions in America 

After the 2010 election, state lawmakers nationwide started introducing hundreds of harsh measures 
making it harder to vote. The new laws range from strict photo ID requirements to early voting 
cutbacks to registration restrictions. 

Overall, 25 states have put in place new restrictions since then — 15 states have more restrictive 
voter ID laws in place (including six states with strict photo ID requirements), 12 have laws making 
it harder for citizens to register (and stay registered), ten made it more difficult to vote early or 
absentee, and three took action to make it harder to restore voting rights for people with past 
criminal convictions. 

In 2016, 14 states had new voting restrictions in place for the first time in a presidential election. 
Those 14 states were: Alabama, Arizona, Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

In 2017, legislatures in Arkansas and in North Dakota passed voter ID bills, which governors in 
each state signed, and Missouri implemented a restrictive law that was passed by ballot initiative in 
2016. (Texas also passed a new voter ID law, though its earlier strict voter ID law was partially in 
effect in 2016.) Georgia, Iowa, Indiana, and New Hampshire also enacted restrictions last year, in 
addition to laws that were on the books for previous elections 

In 2018, Arkansas, Indiana, Montana, New Hampshire, North Carolina, and Wisconsin enacted new 
restrictions. 

In 2019, Arizona, Florida, Indiana, Tennessee, and Texas have enacted new restrictions. 

This page details the new restrictive voting requirements put in place over the last several years. 

Click here for an interactive version of this page. 

Updated as of November 18, 2019. 

 

https://www.alabamavotes.gov/VoterID.aspx?m=voters
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/voter-information/voter-registration-information
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/court-cases/gruver-v-barton-consolidated-jones-v-desantis
https://bit.ly/33mfCVi
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Iowa 
New restrictions (partially) in 
place in 2018: Iowa’s governor signed a 
broad-based law that will require voter ID 
(starting after the 2018 election), restrict 
voter registration efforts, and impose 
new burdens on Election Day registration 
and early and absentee voting. Although 
not as restrictive as a North Carolina 
law that passed in 2013 (and was blocked 
by a federal court), Iowa’s law similarly 
restricts voting in several different ways. 

In 2019, following a trial, an Iowa state 
court largely upheld the law, but struck 
down its absentee ballot signature-
matching provisions and modified 
other provisions related to voter ID 
and absentee voting. (For additional 
information, click here.) 

Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Made it harder to restore 
voting rights to people with past criminal 
convictions. Original effective date: 
2011 

Kansas 
Update since 2016: In 2018, a federal 
district court struck down the state’s 
documentary proof of citizenship law. 
That decision is on appeal. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Documentary proof 
of citizenship required to register using 
the state registration form. But, by court 
order, certain individuals who registered 
without showing documentary proof must 
be permitted to vote. 

Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Photo ID required to vote. 
Click here to see the types of ID required 
under Kansas’s law. 

Mississippi 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
to vote. Click here to see the types of ID 
required under Mississippi’s law. 

Missouri 
New restriction (partially) in place 
in 2018: Missouri passed a new law 
that requires photo ID in order to vote, 
but permits voters to vote a regular 
ballot by presenting non-photo ID and 
signing an affidavit indicating that they 
do not possess photo ID. The voter ID 
requirement was challenged in federal 
court and was altered in part in October 
2018: the court prohibited the state from 
requiring otherwise-qualified voters that 
lacked photo ID to execute the affidavit 
required by statute in order to vote. 

Montana 
New restriction enacted in 2018: 
Montana voters enacted a new law, via 
ballot initiative, that will prevent civic 
groups and individuals (with certain 
exceptions) from helping others vote 
absentee by collecting and delivering 
their voted ballots. 

Nebraska 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Reduced early voting 
period. 

New Hampshire 
New restriction (partially) in place 
in 2018: In 2017, the state enacted a law 
that would make it more difficult for 
students and others to register to vote, but 
that law was partially enjoined prior to the 
2018 election. In 2018, the state enacted 
another law that would make it more 
difficult for students and others to vote, 
but it takes effect in 2019. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID requested 
to vote. The law requires voters without 
acceptable ID to get photographed at the 
polls, and the photograph will be affixed to 
an affidavit. Click here to see the types of 
ID requested under New Hampshire’s law.

North Carolina 
New restriction enacted in 2018: 
North Carolina voters enacted a 
constitutional amendment, via ballot 
initiative, that enshrined a photo ID 
requirement for voting in the state 
constitution. The state legislature 
subsequently enacted implementing 
legislation, over the governor’s veto. 

New restriction (partially) in place 
in 2018: In 2018, the state enacted a law 
that requires uniform hours at early 
voting sites. The law has had the effect 
of reducing the number of early voting 
locations available to voters. (The law also 
cut the last Saturday of early voting before 
the election, but that provision was not in 
effect for the 2018 election and, in 2019, 
the state reinstated the last Saturday of 
early voting.) 

North Dakota 
New restriction (partially) in place 
in 2018: The state’s governor signed a 
bill on April 25, 2017 that would restore a 
strict voter ID requirement in the state. 
That law was challenged in federal court, 
and it will be altered in part for the 2018 
election. Specifically, the federal district 
court required the state to accept certain 
tribal identification not included in the law 
as voting ID. Click here to see the types of 
ID required under North Dakota’s law. 

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/crime-and-courts/2018/05/30/iowa-voter-id-lawsuit-lulac-civil-rights-group-isu-student-sue-iowa-secretary-state-paul-pate/652649002/
http://www.gotvoterid.com/valid-photo-ids.html#idlist
http://www.msvoterid.ms.gov/Pages/VoterIDAcceptID.htm
http://sos.nh.gov/voterid.aspx
https://vip.sos.nd.gov/idrequirements.aspx
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Ohio 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Cut early voting and 
changed absentee and provisional ballot 
rules. 

Rhode Island 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID requested to 
vote. There is an affidavit alternative for 
voters without a photo ID. Click here to 
see the types of ID requested under Rhode 
Island’s law. 

South Carolina 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
if a voter has one, but an alternative is 
available for those who have a reasonable 
impediment to obtaining ID. Click here to 
see the types of ID required under South 
Carolina’s law. 

South Dakota 
Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Made it harder to restore 
voting rights to people with past criminal 
convictions. 

Tennessee 
New restrictions enacted in 2019: 
Restrictions on third-party voter 
registration. A federal court, however, 
has temporarily halted those restrictions 
from going into place, pending a trial. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
to vote. Click here to see the types of ID 
required under Tennessee’s law. 

Texas 
New restriction enacted in 2019: Cut 
back use of mobile early voting sites. 

New restriction in place since 2016 
election: Photo ID required if a voter has 
one, but an alternative will be available 
for those who present a non-photo ID 
from a preset list and execute an affidavit 
claiming to have certain, enumerated 
reasonable impediments to obtaining 
photo ID. Reasonable impediment 
alternative is more restrictive than the 
alternative in place in 2016. Click here to 
see the types of ID required under Texas’s 
law. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required if 
a voter has one, but an alternative will be 
available for those who have a reasonable 
impediment to obtaining ID. 

Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Curbed voter registration 
drives. 

Virginia 
New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
to vote and limits on third-party voter 
registration. Click here to see the types of 
ID required under Virginia’s law. 

West Virginia 
Restriction(s) in place for the first 
time in 2012: Reduced early voting 
period from 17 to 10 Days. 

Wisconsin 
New restrictions enacted in 2018: In 
2018, the state passed a law limiting the 
early voting period and codifying certain 
administrative practices related to voter 
IDs—despite a Court order halting the 
state’s 2011 and 2014 attempts to limit 
early voting. A federal district court has 
blocked these new provisions, however. 

New restriction(s) in place for the 
first time in 2016: Photo ID required 
to vote. Click here to see the types of ID 
required under Wisconsin’s law.

http://sos.ri.gov/divisions/elections/Voters/voter-id
https://www.scvotes.org/node/235
http://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/what-id-required-when-voting
https://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/need-id.html
http://elections.virginia.gov/registration/photo-ids-required-to-vote/
https://www.bringitwisconsin.com/do-i-have-right-photo-id
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How States are Voting
STATE VOTER 

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 

VOTE BY MAIL 
ALLOWED? 

NEED TO APPLY FOR 
MAIL BALLOT? 

MAIL BALLOT 
DEADLINE 

IN 
PERSON 
EARLY 
VOTING? 

POLLS OPEN 

Alabama Oct. 19 Yes, due to 
COVID-19 

Yes, via mail or in person. 
Must be received by Oct. 
29, COB 

Postmarked: Nov. 2 

Received: Nov. 3

No 7 am – 7 pm 

Alaska  Oct. 4 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online or by mail. Must 
be received by Oct. 24 

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Arizona Oct. 5 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, by phone 
call, or by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 23, 5 pm

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 6 am – 7 pm

Arkansas Oct. 5 Yes, due to 
COVID-19

Yes, by mail or electronic 
means. Must be received 
by Oct. 27 Yes, ballots 
mailed to active voters

Received: Nov. 3, 7:30 pm Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location

7:30 am – 7:30 pm

California Oct. 19; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, ballots mailed 
to active voters

No, ballots sent 
automatically

Postmarked: Nov. 3 

In person: Nov.3, 8 pm

Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Colorado Oct 26; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, ballots mailed 
to active voters

No, ballots sent 
automatically

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Connecticut Oct. 27; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, due to 
COVID-19

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Nov. 2

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm No 6 am – 8 pm

Delaware Oct. 10 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 30

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm No 7 am – 8 pm

Florida Oct. 5 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail, phone, in 
person or online. Must be 
received by Oct. 24, 5 pm

Received: Nov 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Georgia Oct. 5 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail, fax, email or in 
person. Must be received 
by Oct. 30

Received: Nov. 3 Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Hawaii Oct. 5; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, ballots mailed 
to active voters

No, ballots sent 
automatically

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Idaho Oct. 9; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online or by mail. Must 
be received by Oct. 23, 
5 pm

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes, county 
dependent

8 am – 8 pm

Illinois Oct. 6 regular 
registration; 

Oct. 18 online voter 
registration

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 29

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes 6 am – 7 pm

Indiana Oct. 5 Yes, excuse required Yes, in person, by mail, fax, 
or email. Must be received 
by Oct. 22

Received: Nov. 2, noon Yes 6 am – 6 pm

Iowa Oct. 24, 5 PM; Same 
day registration at 
polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 24, 5 pm

Received: Nov. 3, 9 pm Yes 7 am – 9 pm

Kansas Oct. 13 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 27

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Kentucky Oct. 5, 4 PM Yes, due to 
COVID-19

Yes, online. Must be 
received by Oct. 27

Received: Nov. 3, 6 pm Yes 6 am – 6 pm 

Louisiana Oct. 5 in person 
or by mail; Oct. 13 
online

Yes, excuse required Yes, online or in writing. 
Must be received by Oct. 
30, 4:30 pm

Received: Nov. 2, 4:30 pm Yes 7 am - 8 pm

Maine No cut off date 
for registering in 
person*

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online. or in writing; 
Must be received by Oct. 
29

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 6 am** – 8 pm



FALL VOLUME 11 ISSUE 3     12

How States are Voting
STATE VOTER 

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 

VOTE BY MAIL 
ALLOWED? 

NEED TO APPLY FOR 
MAIL BALLOT? 

MAIL BALLOT 
DEADLINE 

IN 
PERSON 
EARLY 
VOTING? 

POLLS OPEN 

Maryland Oct. 13 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, by mail or in 
person. Must be received 
by Oct. 20

Hand delivered by Nov. 3, 
8 pm  

Postmarked Nov. 3

Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Massachusetts Oct. 24 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail, email or fax. 
Must be received by Oct. 
28

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Michigan Oct. 19 online or 
by mail; Nov. 3 
in person (not at 
polling place)

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, in person or by 
mail. Must be received by 
Oct. 30, 5 pm

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Minnesota Oct. 13; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, by mail, email, 
or fax. Must be received by 
Nov. 2

Postmarked: Nov.3 Yes 7 am – 8 pm

Mississippi Oct. 5 Yes, excuse needed Yes, contact local 
election office to receive 
application. No deadline for 
requesting absentee ballot 

Postmarked: Nov. 3 No 7 am -7 pm 

Missouri Oct. 7 Yes, due to 
COVID-19*** 

Yes, in person or by mail, 
email or fax by Oct. 21, 
5 pm  

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm by 
mail only

No 6 am – 7 pm

Montana Oct. 26 regular 
registration; Oct. 27 
- Nov. 3, 8 PM – late 
registration+

Yes, ballots mailed 
to active voters

Yes, in person or by mail. 
Must be received by Nov. 
2, noon

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 7 am – 8 pm++

Nebraska Oct. 16 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail, fax, or email. 
Must be received by Oct. 
23

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 8 am – 8 pm 

Nevada Oct. 6 by mail or 
in person; Oct. 29 
online; Same day 
registration at polls 

Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, by mail or hand 
delivery by Oct. 20, 5 pm 

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes 7 am – 7 pm 

New Hampshire Oct. 21; Same day 
registration at polls 

Yes, due to 
COVID-19 

Yes, mail, fax or hand 
delivered. No deadline for 
applying for absentee (mail 
in) ballot 

Received in person by 5 
pm, Nov. 2 or by mail Nov. 
3, 5 pm 

No 6 am - 7 pm 

New Jersey Oct. 13 Yes, ballots will be 
sent to active voters 

Ballots sent out 
automatically.  

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location 

6 am – 8 pm 

New Mexico Oct. 6 online or 
postmarked; Oct. 31 
in person 

Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, online, by mail, or in 
person. Must be received 
by Oct. 20, 5 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location 

7 am – 7 pm 

New York Oct. 9 Yes, due to 
COVID-19 

Yes, online, email, fax or 
mail. Must be received/
postmarked by Oct. 27. In 
person by Nov. 2 

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location 

6 am – 9 pm 

North Carolina Oct. 9; same day 
registration at polls 

Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, by email, fax, mail or in 
person. Must be received 
by Oct. 27, 5 pm 

Postmarked: Nov. 3, 5 pm Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location 

6:30 am – 7:30 pm 

North Dakota No registration 
needed to vote

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail, in person or 
fax. Must be received by 
Nov. 2

Postmarked: Nov. 2 Yes, county 
dependent

7 am to 9 am and 
7 pm to 9 pm

Ohio Oct. 5 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 31

Postmarked: Nov. 2 Yes, county 
dependent

6:30 am – 7:30 pm
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How States are Voting
STATE VOTER 

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 

VOTE BY MAIL 
ALLOWED? 

NEED TO APPLY FOR 
MAIL BALLOT? 

MAIL BALLOT 
DEADLINE 

IN 
PERSON 
EARLY 
VOTING? 

POLLS OPEN 

Oklahoma* 
weird order on 
site 

Oct. 9 Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, online, fax, email, in 
person or by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 27, 5 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm 

Oregon* Utah 
info, not OR 

Oct. 13 Yes, ballots mailed 
to active voters 

No, ballots mailed to active 
voters 

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm NO Mail in ballot state 

Pennsylvania- 
Rhode Island 
url 

Oct. 19 Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, by mail, in person or 
online. Must be received by 
Oct. 27, 5 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes, 
absentee 

7 am – 8 pm 

Rhode Island Oct. 4 Yes, no excuse 
needed 

Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 13, 4 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 7 am – 8 pm 

South Carolina Oct. 4 Yes, excuse needed Yes, by email, mail, fax or 
personal delivery. Must be 
received by Oct. 30, 4 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes, 
absentee 

7 am – 7 pm 

South Dakota Oct. 19 Yes, no excuse 
needed  

Yes, by mail or in person. 
Must be received by Nov. 
2, 5 pm 

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Tennessee Oct. 5 Yes, excuse needed Yes, by mail, fax, or email. 
Must be received by Oct. 
27

Received: close of polls on 
election day

Yes, county 
dependent

County 
dependent

Texas Oct. 5 Yes, excuse needed Yes, by mail. Must be 
received by Oct. 23

Nov. 4, 5 pm IF postmarked 
Nov. 3

Yes 7 am – 7 pm

Utah Oct. 23, 5 PM; same 
day registration at 
polls

Yes, ballots will be 
sent to active voters

No, ballots mailed to active 
voters

Postmarked: Nov. 2 Postmarked: 
Nov. 2

7 am – 8 pm

Vermont No deadline to 
register online; same 
day registration at 
polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, in person or by 
mail. Must be received by 
Nov. 2, 5 pm

Received: at the town 
clerk’s office COB Nov. 2 or 
at the polling place before 
7 pm on Nov. 3

Yes 5 am – 7 pm

Virginia Oct. 13 Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, online, by mail, fax, or 
email. Must be received by 
Oct. 23, 5 pm

Postmarked: Nov. 3 Yes, by 
absentee 
ballot

6 am to 7 pm

Washington Oct. 26; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, ballots sent to 
active voters

No, ballots sent to active 
voters

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes Mail in ballot state 

Washington, 
D. C.

Oct. 13 online or 
by mail; Oct. 27 in 
person; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, ballots sent to 
active voters

No, ballots sent to active 
voters

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes 7 am – 8 pm

West Virginia Oct. 13 Yes, due to 
COVID-19

Yes, Online, mail, fax, or 
email. Must be received by 
Oct. 28

Received: Nov. 3 Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location

6:30 am – 7:30 pm

Wisconsin Oct. 14; Oct. 30 in 
person; same day 
registration at polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by email, online, fax, or 
mail. Must be received by 
Oct. 29, 5 pm

Received: Nov. 3, 8 pm Yes, dates 
and hours 
vary by 
location

7 am – 8 pm

Wyoming Oct. 19 mail; Nov. 2 
in person; Same day 
registration at polls

Yes, no excuse 
needed

Yes, by phone, online, email, 
mail or in person. Must be 
received by Nov. 2

Received: Nov. 3, 7 pm Yes 7 am – 7 pm

* If you want to register to vote by mail or through a voter registration drive, the cutoff date is close of business on the 21st day before the election. 

**Opening time varies depending on the population of your town. 

***You are eligible to vote via absentee ballot, without a notary, because of incapacity or confinement due to illness; coronavirus or coronavirus risk factors. 
You can vote absentee with a notary with a valid excuse. Absentee ballots can be delivered by mail or in person. Absentee by mail applications must 
be turned in by Oct. 21 at 5 pm. In person absentee ballot applications can be turned in by Nov. 2. Anyone can vote by mail via mail ballot if ballot is 
notarized. Mail ballots can only be delivered by mail. 

+ Except between noon and 5:00 pm the day before the election. 

++Some counties are doing mail in ballots only.  



VOTER ENGAGEMENT

NATIONAL AND MULTISTATE ORGANIZATIONS: 
African American Health Alliance, Alliance for Housing 
Justice, Alliance for Strong Families and Communities, 
American Association of Service Coordinators, 
Americans with Disabilities Action Planning Team, 
Autistic Self Advocacy Network, B’nai B’rith 
International, Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ 
Network for Healthy Families and Communities, 
Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Health Association, 
Center for American Progress, Center for Community 
Progress, Center for Popular Democracy, Children’s 
Defense Fund, Children’s HealthWatch, Coalition on 
Human Needs, Community Housing Partners, 
Community Solutions, Consortium for Citizens with 
Disabilities Housing Task Force, Corporation for 
Supportive Housing, Council of Large Public Housing 
Authorities, Council of State Community Development 
Agencies, Enterprise Community Partners, Fahe, Inc., 
Family Promise, Funders Together to End 
Homelessness, Gilbane Development Company, 
Grounded Solutions Network, Habitat for Humanity 
International, Healthy Schools Campaign, Hispanic 
Federation, HomeFree-USA, Housing Assistance 
Council, Housing Justice Center, Housing Policy & Law 
Leaders, Idaho-Nevada Community Development 
Financial Institution, Inc., Illinois-Iowa Center for 
Independent Living, International Center for 
Appropriate and Sustainable Technology, JG 
Consulting Services, Jonathan Rose Companies, 
LeadingAge, Legal Action Center, Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation, Mercy Housing, Inc., National 
Affordable Housing Trust, National AIDS Housing 
Coalition, National Alliance of HUD Tenants, National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, National Association of Construction 
Contractors Cooperative, National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officials, National 
Association of Housing Cooperatives, National 
Association of Local Housing Finance Agencies, 
National Association of Social Workers, National 
Association of Resident Management Corporations, 
National Caucus and Center for Community Economic 
Development, National Center for Transgender 
Equality, National Church Residences, National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, National Coalition 
for the Homeless, National Community Development 
Association, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, National Council on Agricultural Life and 
Labor Research Fund, Inc., National Disability Rights 
Network, National Fair Housing Alliance, National 
Health Care for the Homeless Council, National 
Housing & Rehabilitation Association, National 
Housing Conference, National Housing Institute/
Shelterforce, National Housing Law Project, National 
Housing Trust, National Law Center on Homelessness 
and Poverty, National Leased Housing Association, 
National LGBTQ Task Force Action Fund, National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, National NeighborWorks 
Association, National Organization for Women, 
National Women’s Law Center, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social 
Justice, Next Step Network, Inc., PathStone 
Corporation, PolicyLink, Poverty and Race Research 
Action Council, Preservation of Affordable Housing, 
Inc., Prosperity Now, Provincial Council Clerics of Saint 
Viator, Public Housing Authorities Directors 
Association, Rebuilding Together - DC, Alexandria, 
ReFrame Association, RESULTS, The 
Arc, The Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights, The NHP 
Foundation, Ujima Inc.: The National 
Center on Violence Against Women in 
the Black Community, Up for Growth 
Action, Volunteers of America, ZERO 
TO THREE, ALABAMA: AIDS Alabama, 
Alabama Arise, Arbour Valley 
Development, Ashland Housing 
Development Corporation, Bay Minette 
Housing Authority, Collaborative 
Solutions, Inc., Community Action 
Association of Alabama, Community 
Service Programs of West Alabama, 
Inc., Dynamite Hill-Smithfield 
Community Land Trust, Eutaw Housing 
Authority, Low Income Housing 
Coalition of Alabama, Olympia 
Management, Inc., YWCA Central 
Alabama, ALASKA: Alaska Coalition 
on Housing and Homelessness, Alaska 
Community Development Corporation, 
Cook Inlet Housing Authority, Family 
Promise Mat-Su, ARIZONA: 
Ability360, Administration of 
Resources and Choices, Aris 
Foundation, Arizona ADAPT, Arizona 
Housing Coalition, Arizona Housing, 
Inc., DIRECT Center for Independence, 
Family Housing Resources, Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona, HOM, Inc., 
Housing Solutions of Northern 
Arizona, Inc., Labor’s Community 
Service Agency, Living Streets 
Alliance, Marc Community Resources, 
Newtown Community Development 
Corporation, Our Family Services, 
Southwest Fair Housing Council, Verde 
Valley Habitat for Humanity, West 
Valley Neighborhoods Coalition, 
Wildfire: Igniting Community Action to 
End Poverty in Arizona, ARKANSAS: 
Better Community Development, Inc., 
Delta Community Development and 
Law Center, Inc., Fort Smith Housing 
Authority, Johnson County Section 8, 
Magnolia Housing Authority, 
Northwest Regional Housing 
Authority, Rehoboth Community 
Development Corporation University 
District Development Corporation, 
Universal Housing Development 
Corporation, CALIFORNIA: A 
Community of Friends, Abode Commu-
nities, A Lens of Her Own, ArcSource 
Consulting, Inc., Beauty Within - Teen 
Esteem, Bonnewit Development 
Services, BRIDGE Housing, Brilliant 
Corners, Burbank Housing, California 
Coalition for Rural Housing, California 
Housing Partnership, Castillo & 
Company, Center for Independence of 
Individuals with Disabilities, Center for 
Sustainable Neighborhoods, Christian 
Church Homes, Coachella Valley 
Housing Coalition, Democrats of the 
Desert, Destination: Home, Diverse 
and Eclectic Productions, Domestic 
Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara 
County, EAH Housing, East Bay 
Housing Organizations, East San 
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the 
Homeless, Energy and Associates, 
EveryOne Home, Fair Housing Council 
of the San Fernando Valley, Focus 
Strategies, Haven Connect, Homeless 
Resource Council of The Sierras, 
Housing Authority City of Los Angeles, 
Housing Authority of the City of Santa 
Barbara, Housing California, Housing 
on Merit, I Did Something Good Today 
Foundation, Invisible People, JAG 
Interiors, Inc., Los Angeles County 
Development Authority, Laurin 
Associates, LeadingAge California, 
Linc Housing, Little Tokyo Service 
Center, Love Never Fails, Mary 
Erickson Community Housing, 
Montebello Housing Development 
Corporation, Mutual Housing 
California, New Harmony Habitat, 
Non-Profit Housing Association of 
Northern California, North Berkeley 
Neighborhood Alliance, Oakland 
Tenants Union, Office of the City of 
Chico Councilmember Karl Ory. 
Orange County United Way, Park 
Pacific Tower Tenant Community, 
Pathways of Hope, People’s Self-Help 
Housing Corporation, Poly Clean 
Center, Provider Alliance to End 
Homelessness, Pyatok Architects, 
Redwood Gardens Tenant Association, 
Resources for Community 
Development, Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation, Sacramento 
Housing Alliance, Sacramento Regional 
Coalition to End Homelessness, 
Sacred Heart Parish, Seifel Consulting, 
Inc., Shelter Partnership, Inc., Sierra 
Foothills AIDS Foundation, Signature 
Realty Capital Corporation, Single 
Room Occupancy Housing 
Corporation, Sonoma County Housing 
Advocacy Group, South Bay YIMBY, 
Southern California Association of 
Non-Profit Housing, Tenderloin 
Housing Clinic, Tenderloin 
Neighborhood Development 
Corporation, The John Stewart 
Company, The Kennedy Commission, 
The Public Interest Law Project, Time 
for Change Foundation, Townspeople, 
Transition House, U.S. Vets Homeless 
Feeding & Housing Services, Van 
Meter Williams Pollock LLP, Venice 
Community Housing, Ward Economic 
Development Corporation, Western 
Regional Advocacy Project, Women 
Organizing Resources, Knowledge and 
Services, Women’s Empowerment, Xun 
Biosphere Project, COLORADO: 
Amethyst Confectionery, Ascending to 
Health Respite Care, Association for 
Community Living in Boulder & 
Broomfield Counties, CARE Housing, 
Inc., Colorado Coalition for the 
Homeless, Community Restoration 
Partners LLC, Family Promise of 
Greater Denver, Housing Catalyst, 
Housing Colorado, Julesburg Housing 
Authority, Mercy Loan Fund, Metro 
West Housing Solutions, RCH Jones 
Consulting, The Inn Between of 
Longmont, Toolbox Creative, 
CONNECTICUT: Affordable Housing 
Alliance of Connecticut, Avon 
Department of Planning and Communi-
ty, Development, Coalition on Housing 
and Homelessness, Connecticut 
Coalition to End Homelessness, East 
Windsor Housing Authority, Eastern 
Connecticut Housing Opportunities, 
Fairfield County Center for Housing 
Opportunity, Fairfield Housing Authori-
ty, Federation Homes, Housing Authority of the Town 
of Fairfield, Housing Authority of the Town of 
Westport, Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Waterbury, New London Housing Authority, The 
Housing Development Fund, Inc., DELAWARE: Better 
Homes of Seaford, Inc., Division of Human Relations, 
Empowering Single Moms, Inc., Habitat for Humanity 
of New Castle County, Housing Alliance Delaware, 
League of Women Voters of Delaware, League of 
Women Voters of Sussex County, DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA: Archbishop Rivera y Damas Cooperative 
Association, Coalition for Nonprofit Housing and 
Economic Development, Community of Hope, D.C. 
Tenants’ Advocacy Coalition, Jubilee Housing, Inc., 
Latino Economic Development Center, Miriam’s 
Kitchen, N Street Village, PM Advisors LLC, SaveSolar, 
Somerset Development Company, Unity Health Care, 
FLORIDA: A Voice in the Wilderness Empowerment 
Center, Ability Housing, Inc., Advanced Sustainable 
Living LLC, Affordable Homeownership Foundation, 
Inc., Arcadia DeSoto County Habitat for Humanity, 
Better Way of Miami, Inc., Bridging Humanity, Central 
Florida Commission On Homelessness, City of 
Pompano Beach Department of Housing and Social 
Services, Community Reinvestment Alliance of South 
Florida, Cordoba Courts Tenant Association, 
Cornerstone Housing, Inc., Delray Beach Community 
Land Trust, Florida Alliance of Community 
Development Corporations, Inc., Fair Housing Center 
of the Greater Palm Beaches, Florida Housing 
Coalition, Florida Keys Community Land Trust, Florida 
Non-Profit Housing, Inc., Florida Supportive Housing 
Coalition, Grace and Truth Community Development 
Corporation, Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, 
Habitat for Humanity of Pensacola, Habitat for 
Humanity University of Miami Chapter, Hallisky Davis 
& Associates LLC, Hispanic Unity of Florida, Homeless 
Coalition of Polk County, Housing Authority of the 
City of Fort Pierce, Housing Finance Authority of Palm 
Beach County, Housing Opportunities Program, 
Housing Oriented Ministries Established for Service, 
Inc., Housing Partners of Florida LLC, Jericho Road 
Legal Service Ministry, Inc., Manatee County Habitat 
for Humanity, Mission House, Inc., Monroe County 
Homeless Services Continuum of Care, Inc., 
Neighborhood Renaissance, Inc., North Central Florida 
Regional Housing Authority, October 22nd Alliance to 
End Homelessness, Ormond Beach Housing, Pablo 
Towers, Putnam Habitat for Humanity, Saint Johns 
Housing Partnership, Inc., South Florida Community 
Land Trust, Stone Soup Development, Sulzbacher, 
Synergy Center, Trinity Empowerment Consortium, 
Inc., Youth and Family Alternatives, Inc., Wellnesstic 

LLC, GEORGIA: Atlanta Neighborhood Development 
Partnership, Inc., Catholic Charities Atlanta, 
Crossroads Community Ministries, Inc., Down Payment 
Resource, Georgia Advancing Communities Together, 
Inc., Georgia Federation of Democratic Women, 
Georgia Supportive Housing Association, Inc., Habitat 
for Humanity - DeKalb, Hands On Washington, Inc., 
JCVision and Associates, Inc., Mercy Care, Metro Fair 
Housing Services, Inc., NeighborWorks Columbus, 
Sconiers Homeless Preventive Organization, Inc., Skillin 
Marketing Communications, Support Housing LLC, 
Tapestry Development Group, Thomaston Housing 
Authority, HAWAII: Faith Action for Community 
Equity, Gregory House Programs, Hale Kipa, Hale 
Makana O Nanakuli - Mark Development, Inc., Hawai’i 
Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development, 
Hawai’i Appleseed Center for Law & Economic Justice, 
Hawai’i Habitat for Humanity Association, Hawai’i 
Health & Harm Reduction 
Center, Hep Free Hawai’i, 
Office of State Senator 
Stanley Chang, IDAHO: 
Gary E. Hanes & 
Associates LLC, Habitat 
for Humanity of Idaho 
Falls Area, Idaho Asset 
Building Network, Nez 
Perce Tribal Enterprises, 
ILLINOIS: A Little Bit of 
Heaven, Action Ridge, 
AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago, Alliance to End 
Homelessness in Suburban 
Cook County, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Sisters, 
Brinshore Development, 
Center for Changing 
LivesChicago Area Fair 
Housing, Center for 
Housing and Health, 
Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless, Chicago House 
and Social Service Agency, 
Chicago Rehab Network, 
City View Heights 
Development, Community 
and Economic 
Development Association 
of Cook County, Inc., 
Community Partners for 
Affordable Housing, Inc., 
Connections for the 
Homeless, Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service 
of Northern Illinois, 
Disability Resource 
Center, DuPagePads, 
Embrace Living 
Communities, Enterprise 
Community Asset 
Management, Inc., 
Enterprise Community 
Partners - Chicago, Full 
Circle Communities, Inc., Health & Medicine Policy 
Research Group, HEAR US, Inc., Hispanic Housing 
Development Corporation, Hope Fair Housing Center, 
Housing Action Illinois, Housing Choice Partners, 

Housing Opportunities & Maintenance for the Elderly 
(H.O.M.E.), Housing Plus NFP, Illinois Housing Council, 
Impact Behavioral Health Partners, Leasing & 
Management Company, Inc., Lightengale Group, LINC, 
Inc., LUCHA, Manufactured Home Owners Association 
of Illinois, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Northwest Suburban, Next Steps, North/Northwest 
Suburban Task Force on Supportive, Housing for 
Individuals with Mental Illness, Partners In Community 
Building, Inc., Project IRENE (Illinois Religious Engaging 
in Nonviolent Endeavors), Project NOW, Inc. 
Community Action Agency, South Suburban Housing 
Center, Springfield Center for Independent Living, 
Springfield Housing Authority, Stopping Woman Abuse 
Now, Supportive Housing Providers Association, Tria 
Adelfi LLC, Unity Parenting and Counseling, Inc., 
Vennmedia: A Nonprofit Media Enterprise, Wilmette 
Justice Team,  INDIANA: Coburn Place Safe Haven, 
Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Indiana, HAND, 
Inc., Kirkpatrick Management Company, Mapleton Fall 
Creek Development Corporation, Mental Health 
America of West Central Indiana, Prosperity Indiana, 
The Englewood Group, IOWA: Family Promise of 
Greater Des Moines, Humility Homes and Services, 
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Polk 
County Housing Trust Fund, Sisters of Saint Francis 
– Clinton, KANSAS: Homestead Affordable Housing, 
Inc., Interfaith Housing and Community Services, Inc., 
Kansas Statewide Homeless Coalition, KENTUCKY: 
AU Associates, Inc., Homeless and Housing Coalition 
of Kentucky, Kentucky Equal Justice Center, Kentucky 
Habitat for Humanity, People’s Self-Help Housing, Inc.,  
River City Housing, Inc., Shelter of Hope, Inc., 
LOUISIANA: BGC Advantage LLC, Greater New 
Orleans Fair Housing Action Center, Greater New 
Orleans Housing Alliance, Habitat for Humanity of 
Saint Tammany West, Home by Hand, HousingLOUISI-
ANA, HousingNOLA, Image Changers, Inc., Louvis 
Services, Inc., Lower 9th Ward Homeownership 
Association, New Horizons, Inc., Operation 
Restoration, Providence Community Housing, Shelter 
Resources, Inc., Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government, Union Parish Section 8 Housing, UNITY 
of Greater New Orleans, MAINE: 3i Supportive 
Housing LLC, ABG Consulting LLC, ARCH Beta 
Apartments, Auburn Housing Authority, Brunswick 
Housing Authority, Chateau Cushnoc, Coastal 
Enterprises, Inc., Community Housing of Maine, CWS 
Architects, Fair Tide, Ganneston Construction 
Corporation, Maine Affordable Housing Coalition, 
Maine Resident Service Coordination Association, 
Portland Housing Authority, Preble Street, 
Preservation Management, Raise-Op Housing 

Cooperative, Saint Ansgar Lutheran Church, Shalom 
House, Inc., The Szanton Company, Volunteers of 
America Northern New England, MARYLAND: 
Advocacy and Training Center, Asian-American 
Homeownership Counseling, Inc., Creative Clayworks, 
Disability Rights Maryland, Foundation Housing, GMC 
Joint Venture LLC, Govans Ecumenical Development 
Corporation, Green & Healthy Homes Initiative, 
Habitat for Humanity Choptank, Heritage Housing 
Partners Corporation, Homes for America, Housing 
Opportunities Commission of Montgomery County, 
Howard County Housing Commission, Interfaith 
Housing Alliance, Inc., Lighthouse Property 
Management, Ltd., Loyola University Maryland, 
Maryland ADAPT, Maryland Affordable Housing 
Coalition, Oxford Planning Group LLC, Seasoned 
Partners, Wurzbacher and Associates, 
MASSACHUSETTS: Alliance of Cambridge Tenants, 

Asian Community Development Corporation, Autism 
Housing Pathways, Boston Tenant Coalition, 
Cambridge Economic Opportunity Committee, Casa 
Myrna Vazquez, Central Berkshire Habitat For 

Humanity, Chelsea Housing Authority, Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning Association, Inc., Disability 
Resource Center, Inc., Fenway Community 
Development Corporation, Haverhill Housing 
Authority, Hearth, Inc., Housing Assistance 
Corporation, Immigrant Service Providers Group/
Health, Massachusetts Association of Community 
Development, Corporations, Massachusetts Coalition 
for the Homeless, Massachusetts Law Reform 
Institute, Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition, Metro Housing|Boston, North Shore Moving 
Market, Norwood Housing Authority, Pine Street Inn, 
Regional Housing Network of Massachusetts, The 
Caleb Group, Uniting Citizens for Housing 
Affordability in Newton, Urban Edge, Windham & 
Windsor Housing Trust, Worcester Common Ground, 
Inc., MICHIGAN: Building the Engine of Community 
Development in Detroit, Capital Area Housing 
Partnership, Community Action House, Community 
Economic Development Association of Michigan, 
Community Housing Network, Inc., Detroit Community 
Solutions, Greenhouse Tenant Council, Habitat for 
Humanity Detroit, Habitat for Humanity of Michigan, 
Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County, Humble 
Design, Ingham County Treasurer, Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, Kalamazoo County Treasurer, 
Lapeer Housing Commission, Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation Michigan Statewide, Michigan 
Association of Service Coordinators, Michigan 
Coalition Against Homelessness, Michigan Community 
Action, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition, Michigan 
Historic Preservation Network, Pennies from Heaven 
Foundation, SafeHouse Center, Saginaw Housing 
Commission, Service, Employment, and Redevelop-
ment Metro-Detroit, Shelter Association of 
Washtenaw County, The Pokagon Fund, United Tenant 
Council of Councils, United Way of Washtenaw 
County, Washtenaw Housing AllianceHope Network, 
MINNESOTA: Alliance Housing, Center City Housing 
Corporation, Central Minnesota Re-entry Project, 
CHUM, Churches United for the Homeless, 
Community Stabilization Project, Ecolibrium3, 
Episcopal Homes of Minnesota, HOME Line, Housing 
for All, Integrated Community Solutions, Inc., 
IntegratedService LLC, Metropolitan Consortium of 
Community Developers, Metropolitan Interfaith 
Council on Affordable Housing, Michael Carbone 
Consulting Services LLC, Minneapolis Highrise 
Representative Council, Minnesota Homeownership 
Center, Minnesota Housing Partnership, Minnesota 
Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing, Minnesota 
Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing, Northeast 
Chapter, Neighbors, Inc., North Star Treasury LLC, One 

Roof Community Housing, Our Spring Lake Store LLC, 
Rice County Habitat for Humanity, Saint Ambrose 
Social Justice Committee, Saint Stephen’s Human 
Services, Solid Ground, Women’s Advocates, 
MISSISSIPPI: Covenant Community Development 
Corporation, Covenant Faith Outreach Ministries, Inc., 
Delta Housing Development Corporation, MISSOURI: 
Columbia Housing Authority, East Missouri Action 
Agency, Inc., Empower Missouri, Habitat for Humanity 
of Springfield, Habitat for Humanity St. Louis, Hispanic 
Economic Development Corporation, Horizon Housing 
Development Company, Housing Authority City of 
Jefferson, Independence Housing Authority, New 
Beginnings Apartments, Places for People, Inc., 
Pleasant Hill First Christian Church, Saint Charles 
County Housing Assistance Program, Saint Patrick 
Center, Sanctuary In The Ordinary, Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood of Fallon, The Whole Person, Urban 

Neighborhood Initiative, 
Vecino Group, 
MONTANA: Habitat for 
Humanity of Flathead 
Valley, Montana Fair 
Housing, Montana 
Housing Coalition, 
NeighborWorks Montana, 
NEBRASKA: Cirrus 
House, Hall County 
Housing Authority, 
Housing Foundation for 
Sarpy County, Kearney 
Housing Agency, 
Nebraska Housing 
Developers Association, 
Retirement Housing 
Foundation’s Malone 
Manor, Sisters of Mercy 
West Midwest 
Community, Women’s 
Empowering Life Line, 
NEVADA: Acting in 
Community Together in 
Organizing Northern 
Nevada (ACTIONN), 
George Gekakis, Inc., 
Marble Manor Resident 
Council, Nevada 
Homeless Alliance, 
Nevada Housing 
Coalition, Nevada Rural 
Housing Authority, Praxis 
Consulting Group LLC, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Affordable Housing, 
Education and 
Development, Inc., CATCH 
Neighborhood Housing, 
Chamber Collaborative of 
Greater Portsmouth, 
Concord Coalition to End 
Homelessness, Cross 
Roads House, Inc., Family 
Promise of Southern New 

Hampshire, Fellowship Housing Opportunities, Inc., 
Greater Seacoast Community Health, Housing Action 
New Hampshire, JSA Architecture, Keene Housing, 
Lakes Region Community Developers, Leading Age 

Maine & New Hampshire, NeighborWorks Southern 
New Hampshire, New Hampshire Coalition to End 
Homelessness, New Hampshire Community Loan 
Fund, Southwestern Community Services, NEW 
JERSEY: Bergen Volunteers, Bridges Outreach, 
Camden County Council on Economic Opportunity, 
Inc., Cathedral Kitchen, Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, Center for Urban Research 
and Education, Rutgers University - Camden, 
Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey, Inc., 
Community Access Unlimited, Crescent Park Senior 
Citizens Housing, Diocesan Housing Services 
Corporation of the Diocese of Camden, Inc., Diocese 
of Camden, DuBois Douglass Strategies, Haven House 
at Saint John of God, HomeFront, Homeless Solutions, 
Inc., Homes for All Newark, Homes of Montclair 
Ecumenical Corporation, Housing Alliance of Morris 
County, Housing & Community Development Network 
of New Jersey, HQM Properties, Inc., Hudson County 
Housing Resource Center, Inc., Jewish Family Service 
and Children’s Center of Clifton-Passaic, La Casa de 
Don Pedro, Manufactured Home Owners Association 
of New Jersey, Mental Health Association in New 
Jersey, Mind Health Connection a New Jersey 
Nonprofit Corporation, Monarch Housing Associates, 
Moorestown Ecumenical Neighborhood Development, 
Inc., Morris Habitat for Humanity, Inc., Neighborhood 
Assistance Office, New Community Corporation, New 
Jersey Association of Mental Health and Addiction 
Agencies, Inc., New Jersey Association on Correction, 
New Jersey Coalition to End Homelessness, New 
Jersey Tenants Organization, Newark Water Coalition, 
Northern New Jersey NOW, Northern Ocean Habitat 
for Humanity, Office of State Senator Troy Singleton, 
Pavilion Tenant Association, Pleasantville Community 
Development Corporation, Projects for Environmental 
Health, Knowledge, & Action, Inc., Raritan Valley 
Habitat for Humanity, Region Nine Housing 
Corporation, Stonegate at Saint Stephens, Supportive 
Housing Association of New Jersey, The Village 
Apartments of Cherry Hill, Transition Professionals, 
Unified Vailsburg Services Organization, Urban League 
of Essex County, Victorian Towers Urban Renewal, 
Village at Saint Peter’s Senior Housing, WomenRising, 
Inc., Woodmere Senior Citizens Housing, NEW 
MEXICO: Community Against Violence, Inc., El 
Refugio, Inc., Family Promise of Albuquerque, Greater 
Albuquerque Housing Partnership, Heading Home, 
High Mountain Youth Project of Lincoln County, 
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope, New Mexico 
Coalition to End Homelessness, NewLife Homes, One 
Door, Saint Elizabeth Shelters & Supportive Housing, 
Silver City Gospel Mission, Supportive Housing 

Coalition of New Mexico, Valle del Sol of New Mexico, 
NEW YORK: 334 East 92nd Street Tenant 
Association, AIM Independent Living Center, Albany 
Community Land Trust, Arbor Housing and 
Development, Association for Mental Health and 
Wellness, AW Development LLC, Barb Lamphere 
Consulting, Beyond Shelter Coalition of West Side 
Synagogues, for Permanent Affordable Housing for 
Low Income and Homeless New Yorkers, Center for 
Disability Rights, Center for New York City 
Neighborhoods, Central Park Gardens Tenants’ 
Association, CMC Development Group, Coalition for 
the Homeless, Columbia Opportunities, Inc., 
Community Advocates, Inc., Community Development 
Corporation of Long Island, Community League of the 
Heights, Inc., Community Service Society of New York, 
Concern for Independent Living, Inc., Cypress Hills 
Local Development Corporation, Disability Awareness 
Training, Geel Community Services, Inc., Goshow 
Architects, Greater Gordon Heights Chamber of 
Commerce, Greater Syracuse Tenants Network, 
Habitat for Humanity of New York City, Habitat for 
Humanity of Ontario County, Habitat for Humanity of 
Tompkins and Cortland Counties, HANAC, Inc., HELP 
USA, Housing Visions Unlimited, Inc., Hudson River 
Housing, Inc., IMPACCT Brooklyn, Independent Living 
Center of the Hudson Valley, Kenfield-Langfield 
Resident Council, Keuka Housing Council, Inc., Lantern 
Community Services, Leviticus Fund, Long Island 
Housing Services, Inc., Mohawk Indian Housing 
Corporation, Mount Vernon United Tenants, 
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, New Destiny 
Housing Corporation, New York City Department of 
Housing Preservation, and Development, New York 
County Democratic Committee, New York Housing 
Conference, New York State Association for 
Affordable Housing, New York State Rural Housing 
Coalition, New York State Tenants and Neighbors, 
Newburgh Housing Authority, Norwich Housing 
Authority, Partners Ending Homelessness, RiseBoro 
Community Partnership, Rochester Housing Authority, 
RUPCO, Inc., Rutgers Houses Resident Association, 
Saugerties Public Housing Agency, Selfhelp Realty 
Group, South Country Community Land Trust, 
Southtowns Rural Preservation Company, Inc., 
Stratford Tower Tenants Association, Supportive 
Housing Network of New York, Teaching & Restoring 
Youth, Inc., Tenants Political Action Committee, The 
Bluestone Organization, The Disaster Law Project, The 
Housing Council at PathStone, The New School, Unity 
House of Troy, Inc., Upper West Side MoveOn/
Indivisible Action Group, V&A Life Science 
Corporation, Westgate Tenants Association, NORTH 
CAROLINA: Affordable Housing Management, Inc., 
Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity, Brunswick 
Housing Opportunities, Inc., Community Home Trust, 
Community Link, Davidson Housing Coalition, 
Disability Rights North Carolina, Families Together, 
Greensboro Housing Coalition, Habitat for Humanity 
of Goldsboro-Wayne, Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Greensboro, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, 
Helping Homeless to Housing, North Carolina Housing 
Coalition, North Carolina Justice Center, Olive Hill 
Community Economic Development Corporation, Inc., 
SAGE Raleigh LGBT Senior Housing Initiative, NORTH 
DAKOTA: Community Action Partnership of North 
Dakota, Grand Forks Housing Authority, Native 

Community Development, Inc., OHIO: 
Barbara Poppe and Associates, 
Bethany House Services, CHN 
Housing Partners, Cincinnati Metropol-
itan Housing Authority, Coalition on 
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio, 
Community Housing Solutions, East 
Cleveland Transitional Housing, EDEN, 
Inc., Fair Housing Resource Center, 
Famicos Foundation, Home Is The 
Foundation, Homeport, Hope 
Whispers Community Organization, 
Inc., Lowenstein Development LLC, 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry, 
Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity, 
Mt. Auburn Good Housing Foundation, 
Neighborhood Housing Partnership of 
Greater Springfield, Ohio Community 
Development Corporation Association, 
Over-the-Rhine Community Housing, 
The City Mission, People’s Platform for 
Equality and Justice Movement, The 
Partnership Center, Ltd., Wallick 
Communities, Westland Ecumenical 
Community Food Pantry, Working in 
Neighborhoods, OKLAHOMA: 
Community Action Agency of 
Oklahoma City and Oklahoma/
Canadian Counties, Inc., Housing 
Authority of Sayre, Mental Health 
Association Oklahoma, OREGON: 
CASA of Oregon, Cascadia Behavioral 
Healthcare, Central City Concern, 
Home Forward, Innovative Housing, 
Inc., Meyer Memorial Trust, Northwest 
Pilot Project, Oregon Housing Alliance, 
ROSE Community Development 
Corporation, Salazar Architect, Inc., 
Southeast Portland Renters in Action, 
Transition Projects, Inc., Willamette 
Neighborhood Housing Services, 
Women’s International League for 
Peace & Freedom Portland, 
PENNSYLVANIA: Action Wellness, 
Allegheny County Housing Authority, 
Allentown Housing Authority, CareLink 
Community Support Services, Center 
of Independent Living of North Central 
Pennsylvania, Center for Leadership, 
Development and Advocacy, Chester 
County Department of Community 
Development, Community Action 
Committee of the Lehigh Valley, 
Community Advocates of Montgomery 
County, Erie United Methodist 
Alliance, Inc., Fayette County 
Community Action Agency, H.E.L.P. 
Philadelphia, Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Pittsburgh, HACE 
Management Company, Housing 
Alliance of Pennsylvania, Housing 
Authority of Chester County, Housing 
Development Corporation MidAtlantic, 
Integra Home Counseling, Inc., Mental 
Health Association of Northwestern, 
PENNSYLVANIA: Pennsylvania 
Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Agencies, Perry 
Housing Partnership, Philadelphia 
Association of Community 
Development Corporations, Project 
HOME, Public Health Management 
Corporation, Tabor Community 
Services,  PUERTO RICO: Coalición de 
Coaliciones Pro Personas sin Hogar de 
Puerto Rico, Inc., One Stop Career 
Center of Puerto Rico, Inc., RHODE 
ISLAND: Blackstone Valley Advocacy 
Center, Community Housing Land 
Trust of Rhode Island, Foster Forward, 
Homes RI, House of Hope Community 
Development Corporation, Housing 
Network of Rhode Island, Housing 
Opportunities for People Everywhere, 
HousingWorks Rhode Island, 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors RI, ONE 
Neighborhood Builders, Pawtucket 
Central Falls Development 
Corporation, Peoples Redevelopment 
Corporation, Providence Preservation 
Society, Rhode Island Coalition for the 
Homeless, Rhode Island Homeless 
Advocacy Project, Signs of Providence, 
Smith Hill Community Development 
Corporation, South County Habitat for 
Humanity, United Way of Rhode 
Island, Washington County 
Community Development Corporation, 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Berean Communi-
ty Development Corporation, Habitat 
for Humanity of York County, South 
Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice 
Center, SOUTH DAKOTA: 1008 
Solutions, Oglala Sioux Tribe 
Partnership for Housing, Inc., 
TENNESSEE: BEST Real Estate 
Company, Clarksville Montgomery 
County Crisis Intervention, Inc., 
Clinch-Powell Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, Community 
Bridges, Inc., Creative Compassion, 
Inc., Habitat For Humanity of Greater 
Memphis, Holston Habitat for 
Humanity, Memphis-Shelby County 
Healthy Homes Partnership, New Level 
Community Development Corporation, 
People’s Alliance for Transit, Housing, 
and Employment, Restoration Time 
Family and Youth Services, Tennessee 
Valley Coalition to End Homelessness, 
United Housing, Inc., Vision Heirs, Inc., 
TEXAS: ADAPT of Texas, Affordable 
Homes of South Texas, Inc., Austin 
Habitat for Humanity, Avenue 
Community Development Corporation, 
Business & Community Lenders of 
Texas, Center for Civic and Public 
Policy Improvement, Central Texas 
Housing Consortium, Harlingen 
Community Development Corporation, 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Austin, Housing Opportunities of Fort 
Worth, Inc., Houston Housing 
Authority, J. DePenning Consulting, 
Inc., Merced Housing Texas, Midland 
Community Development Corporation, 
NeighborWorks Laredo, New Hope 
Housing, Inc., North Texas Fair 
Housing Center, Personal Attendant 
Coalition of Texas, Project LIFT, REACH 
Resource Centers on Independent 
Living in Fort Worth, Dallas, Denton, 
and Plano, Rockhaven Ministries, Inc., 
SouthFair Community Development 
Corporation, Texas Association of 
Community Development 
Corporations, Texas Homeless 
Network, Texas Housers, Texas 
Tenants’ Union, The Arc of Texas, 
Valley AIDS Council, Women Opting 
for More Affordable Housing Now, Inc.,  
UTAH: AAA Fair Credit Foundation, 
Bonneville MultiFamily Capital, 
Crossroads Urban Center, Davis 
Community Housing Authority, Habitat 
for Humanity of Summit & Wasatch 

Counties, Housing Authority of Utah County, Living 
With Pride, NAACP Salt Lake Branch, National Alliance 
on Mental Illness Utah, NeighborWorks Mountain 
Country Home Solutions, Open Doors, Restore Utah, 
Rocky Mountain Community Reinvestment 
Corporation, Self-Help Homes, Utah Housing 
Coalition, Voices for Utah Children, VERMONT: 
Cathedral Square Corporation, Champlain Housing 
Trust, Committee on Temporary Shelter, Downstreet 
Housing & Community Development, Lamoille Housing 
Partnership, Twin Pines Housing Trust, Vermont 
Affordable Housing Coalition, Vermont Housing 
Finance Agency, Vermont Interfaith Action,  VIRGINIA: 
Arlington Retirement Housing Corporation - Culpepper 
Garden, Better Housing Coalition, Blue Ridge 
Independent Living Center, Bristol Redevelopment & 
Housing Authority, Cornerstones, Council for 
Affordable and Rural Housing, Designed by Ikra Rafi, 
Dominion Due Diligence Group, Mid-Atlantic 
Affordable Housing Management Association, 
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance, 
Piedmont Housing Alliance, SewTime, Shelter House, 
Virginia Center for Housing Research at Virginia Tech, 
Virginia Community Development Corporation, Virginia 
Housing Alliance, Virginia Housing Development 
Authority, Wesley Housing Development Corporation, 
WASHINGTON: Bellwether Housing, Capitol Hill 
Housing, Catholic Charities Housing Services, 
Community Action Center, Everett Housing Authority, 
Homeward Bound, Housing Development Consortium 
of Seattle-King County, Housing Opportunities of 
Southwest Washington, Next Step Housing, 
Northwest Harvest, Northwest Native Development 
Fund, OPAL Community Land Trust, Parallax 
Perspectives, Resident Action Project, Seattle 
University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Seattle/
King County Coalition on Homelessness, Shepherds 
Transformation Mansions Homeless Program, Solid 
Ground, Washington Initiative, Washington Low 
Income Housing Alliance, Washington State Housing 
Finance Commission, WEST VIRGINIA: Cabell 
Huntington Coalition for the Homeless, West Virginia 
Coalition to End Homelessness, WISCONSIN: 
DLoumos Consulting, Homeless Services Consortium 
of Dane County, IndependenceFirst, Madison Area 
Community Land Trust, Marshfield Community 
Development Authority, Milwaukee Habitat for 
Humanity, Oshkosh-Winnebago County Housing 
Authority, Pathfinders Milwaukee, Inc., Stepping 
Stones of Dane County, Sunny Side Development, 
Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity, Wisconsin Faith 
Voices for Justice, Wisconsin Housing First Coalition, 
Wisconsin Partnership for Housing Development, Inc.

We urge you to ask each presidential candidate how they would 
address the nation’s housing and homelessness crisis.  

Our country is in the grips of a severe and pervasive housing 
affordability crisis. Nationally, there is a shortage of 7 million homes 
affordable and available to the lowest-income renters. Rents have risen 
faster than renters’ incomes over the last two decades, and while more 
people are renting than ever, the supply of housing has lagged. Fewer 
than four affordable and available rental homes exist for every 10 of 
the lowest-income renter households nationwide. As a result, record-
breaking numbers of people cannot afford decent homes. Every state 
and community – urban, rural, or suburban – is impacted. 

So far, 15 presidential candidates have released major housing 
plans or other housing proposals to address the housing crisis. 
They are talking about these plans on the campaign trail - in town 
halls, forums, and meetings in New Hampshire, Iowa, and beyond. 
People in America need to hear all presidential candidates share what 
they will do to make homes affordable to the tens of millions who are 
struggling to keep roofs over their heads or who have no homes at all. 

This is an issue of paramount importance to voters. According 
to a recent national public opinion poll, 60% of people say housing 
affordability is a serious problem where they live, up 21 points from 
2016. Over 61% of people report having to make at least one sacrifice 
in the past three years because they were struggling with housing 
costs, such as cutting back on learning activities for their child, 
nutritious food, or healthcare.

Strong majorities of the public expect solutions – 83% say elected 
officials are not paying enough attention to the cost of housing 
and the need for more affordable housing. Nearly 8 in 10 people in 
America say the president should “take major action” to make housing 
more affordable for low-income families. And 91% of Democratic voters 
say they are more likely to vote for candidates who have detailed 
plans for making housing more affordable.

When people have stable, accessible, affordable homes, lives 
dramatically improve, economic productivity is stronger, and 
our nation is more just and equitable. Voters want our leaders 
to address affordable housing, and they need to know where the 
candidates stand. 

As you prepare for the January Democratic debate, we urge you 
to ask each candidate the question on the minds of voters: How 
will you address the nation’s affordable housing crisis? 

To: CNN, Des Moines Register, and moderators 
of the next presidential candidate debate:

To see a complete list of the signatories, visit: ourhomes-ourvotes.org/sign-on-letter

BECAUSE HOUSING IS BUILT WITH BALLOTS

OUR HOMES, OUR VOTES

Voters care deeply 
about solutions to the 
affordable housing 

and homelessness crisis, 
but to make informed voting 
choices between candidates, 
they need to know where 
candidates stand. To inform 
them, Our Home, Our Votes: 
2020, NLIHC’s nonpartisan 
voter and candidate 
engagement project, has 
raised the visibility of the 
affordable housing and 
homelessness crisis in the 
2020 presidential elections. 

All major candidates released plans to combat the affordable 
housing crisis—a groundbreaking development for the housing 
movement. There has also been unprecedented media coverage 
of the issue.  

NLIHC President and CEO Diane Yentel was quoted in a New 
York Times article on the unique moment in the movement:  

Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 has engaged in many activities to 
engage candidates and the media. NLIHC and partners have 
met with and educated candidates, urging them to put forward 
comprehensive plans to the crisis; pushed moderators to 
ask candidates for their solutions; and coordinated with the 
Congressional Black Caucus Institute as they prepared to host a 
debate. 

More than 1,000 organizations signed a letter to debate 
moderators, urging them to ask presidential candidates how 
they would address the affordable housing crisis. This letter was 
sent to moderators of each debate in the Democratic presidential 
primary and was even featured as a full-page advertisement in 
the Los Angeles Times in December 2019 and in the Des Moines 
Register in January 2020. The strategy worked. An affordable 
housing question was asked in the November presidential 
debate in Atlanta and three candidates—Tom Steyer, Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), and Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ)—
answered, with many more hands raised. During the February 
25 debate in South Carolina, moderator Major Garrett, host of 
CBS’s 60 Minutes, posed a question submitted through Twitter 
to Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN): “How will your policy 
address and ensure affordable housing and education equity 
for minimum wage workers?” All candidates answered the 
question. Additionally, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) mentioned 
homelessness and affordable housing in almost all of the 
debates.  

In partnership with Housing Action NH and Polk County 
Housing Trust Fund in Iowa, Our Homes, Our Votes engaged 
candidates in advance of the first-in-the-nation primaries and 
caucuses in tours, forums, candidate intercepts, and more.  
See more details at: 
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/newhampshire and 
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa  

Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 also organized and participated 
in a series of events in Los Angeles. Secretary Julian Castro 
joined NLIHC President & CEO Diane Yentel in a tour of Skid 
Row followed by a policy conversation about Los Angeles’ 
homelessness crisis. The tour was organized with partners 
from the Downtown Women’s Center, Homeless Health Care 
Los Angeles, the Inner City Law Center, and Mayors & CEOs for 
U.S. Housing Investment. Suzette Shaw, a Skid Row resident 
and activist, led the tour. Representative Beto O’Rourke also 
participated in a tour of Skid Row at the Downtown Women’s 
Center with Diane and Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020. Senator Amy 
Klobuchar participated in a tour of an affordable housing facility 
in Los Angeles and participated in a policy conversation with 
Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 and local housing advocates. See 
more at: https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/the-candidates  

THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL: 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ENGAGEMENT RECAP

An affordable housing question was asked 
in the November presidential debate 

“To the extent that housing has ever been talked about in previous 

presidential campaigns, it’s almost always been related to middle-class 

homeownership,” said Diane Yentel, president and chief executive of 

the National Low Income Housing Coalition. “This time, it’s almost 

entirely about the housing needs for lowest-income renters and people 

experiencing homelessness, where the solutions are most needed.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/newhampshire
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/the-candidates
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html


LE
FT

 IM
A

G
E:

 T
ES

TI
M

O
N

Y 
O

N
 A

BS
EN

TE
E 

VO
TI

N
G

 

RI
G

H
T 

IM
A

G
E:

 IM
A

G
E 

O
F 

VO
TI

N
G

 P
LE

D
G

E

VOTER ENGAGEMENT

15  TENANT TALK

Clergy Leaders Register Voters 
and Meet with Candidates in New 
Hampshire 

The Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) builds power 
necessary to create lasting social and economic justice 
in New Hampshire, mostly in the south-central part 

of the state. One way the project accomplishes this goal is by 
organizing voter education and registration initiatives and get-
out-the-vote campaigns. The project has always worked with its 
members, including clergy, in engaging low-income renters, but 
this year its strategies have shifted due to COVID-19. 

As in years past, GSOP has encouraged member congregations 
to commit to be 100% voting congregations. This year, GSOP is 
working with clergy to match their congregation lists with voter 
lists to see who needs to register or update registrations. The 
clergy then ask congregation members to make the necessary 
changes to become registered voters.  

One challenge the project has faced is that volunteer leaders 
have steep learning curves around using technology for 
outreach and engagement efforts. GSOP has learned to be 
creative in encouraging members to participate in voter 
engagement efforts, providing online trainings, texting 
technology platforms, and social media tools. 

GSOP has also organized candidate events. The group held 
meetings with presidential and gubernatorial candidates and 
will be hosting a meeting with Senator Jeanne Shaheen’s (D) 
opponent Corky Messner (R) in September.  Faith leaders 
will discuss the impact of COVID-19 on members of their 
congregation, about housing needs and economic security 
issues, and about what they are doing to address the needs. 
Conversations with candidates on housing and poverty issues 
are critical in holding leaders accountable. 

Philadelphia disAbilty Services’ 
Your Voices Matter, Your Vote 
Matters Campaign 

The Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and 
Intellectual disAbility Services’ (DBHIDS) Housing and 
Residential Services Unit has been engaging its residents 

in electoral activities throughout 2020 through the Your Voices 
Matter, Your Vote Matters campaign. The campaign was created 
to engage residents of affordable housing in advocacy work. 
The director of the Housing and Residential Services Unit, Joyce 
Sacco, started the campaign because she believes voting is a first 
step to engage residents in advocacy efforts, and participation 
in advocacy is critical if residents want their needs met through 
policy solutions.  

The goal of the Your Vote Matters, Your Voices Matter campaign 
was to register all interested participants within the DBHIDS 
Housing and Residential Services Unit to vote in time for 
the primary election (April 28) and general election and to 
educate them on how to vote. Progress has been made on 
both fronts. DBHIDS hosted a voter registration information 
session w/ NLIHC and Project Home in February with the goal 
of encouraging housing providers to bring voter engagement 
activities to their residences. The training was so successful it 
will be offered to all providers at Community Behavioral Health/
DBHIDS programs in mid-September.  

DBHIDS staff have also been attending various voter-
registration trainings and voter rights webinars provided by 
the County Board of Elections. The staff can then relay the 
information to providers so that providers educate participants 
on the most up-to-date election information. In addition to 
attending trainings, DBHIDS staff have been working with 
Project Home to create a voter registration link to track how 
many individuals are helped with registration for the 2020 
general election. Lastly, staff will have access to iPads so they can 
easily register voters with minimal exposure and effort. 

Creating a culture of advocacy within DBHIDS Residential and 
Housing sites is possible by empowering participants to be a 
part of an electoral process which provides value, self-worth 
and resiliency. The hope is that these efforts will help DBHIDS 
identify peer leaders to lead to a discussion on creating a peer-
led Housing Advisory Board, storytelling initiatives to highlight 
the services participants receive, and other peer-led activities.   



“CANDIDATES DON’T CARE ABOUT PEOPLE LIKE ME.” 

“I’VE NEVER VOTED BEFORE.” 

“CANDIDATES SHOULD COME DOWN TO THE SHELTER 
AND TALK TO PEOPLE SO THEY UNDERSTAND WHAT 
WE’RE GOING THROUGH.” 

“GETTING REGISTERED TO VOTE IS THE LAST PRIORITY 
FOR SOMEONE WHO IS JUST TRYING TO GET 
HOUSING.” 

“I WISH THEY KNEW THAT WE JUST WANT A SECOND 
CHANCE.” 

We’re recording staff and residents at the renovated Swayze Court 
Apartments, a permanent supportive housing complex developed 
by Communities First, Inc. near downtown Flint, Michigan. This 
is part of a video on the 2020 election being produced by our 
organization, the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness with 
our homeless response system. We’re supposed to be capturing 
excited, energized people ready to march down to their polling 
station once early voting starts on Sept 24 to cast their ballot with 
what we feel is an undeniable American right.  

Only, that’s not what we keep hearing. It was the same last month 
in Pontiac, Michigan at the Hope Warming Center, the low-barrier 
shelter in the affluent Oakland County. Folks look into our camera 
again and again and report that they feel as though their elected 
officials have forgotten about them. 

The Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness began our first 
foray into election work shortly before COVID-19 hit with the 
goal of educating homeless and housing insecure individuals 
seeking support from one of the state’s 600+ service providers. 
We wanted to make sure they were informed about the new state 
election laws that gave them automatic voter registration when 
they received their state ID, or that they could now request an 
absentee ballot for any reason, or that they could even register to 
vote on election day at their polling place. We created posters and 
started calling shelters. When the state shut down in late March, 
we postponed our efforts – recognizing that our shelters had far 
more important and life-saving work to be doing during a global 
pandemic. 

We thought COVID-19 would be our biggest challenge in our 
election work, but were hopeful that we’d come back strong with 
voter registration drives and presentations of our voter education 
materials. We knew that individuals experiencing homelessness 
were historically less likely to vote. We also knew that these 
voices – those who have been rejected and denied something as 
basic and human as their own home – were crucial for our elected 
officials to hear. We thought that all we needed to do was a little 
education to convince our folks to get out the vote. 

We were wrong. 

As we started doing our interviews for a video that we hoped to 
share with candidates and homeless service providers across our 
state, we began to learn that voting has never been something our 
interviewees felt was their right. They expressed that candidates 
didn’t care about them, that the system would never be fixed to 
give people that second chance they needed to be successful.  

But as the interviews continued, something amazing happened. 

“WE NEED TO VOTE, BECAUSE IT’S THE ONLY WAY 
THINGS ARE GOING TO CHANGE” 

“IF ENOUGH OF US VOTE THEN WE’LL HAVE STRENGTH 
IN NUMBERS, AND THEN WE CAN ELECT PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE TO LISTEN” 

“I’VE NEVER VOTED BEFORE. BUT I’M VOTING THIS 
YEAR.” 

Hope, in the middle of a pandemic that has made employment and 
housing even harder to access. People who shared their stories 
of abuse and illness and being completely alone with nowhere to 
go were looking into our camera and telling their peers that they 
needed to vote. They want to reach out to the candidates and call 
them into their communities so that they could see how much we 
need housing and supportive services. They want democracy to 
stay true to its promise to serve all of its people. 

This is the first year that our organization has done election work, 
but it won’t be the last. We sought out inspirational stories for 
a video to share with service providers and candidates, and we 
instead found ourselves moved to action.  

We’ll be back next election year, fighting for those who have felt 
disenfranchised or excluded from the democratic process to have 
their voices heard. 

BY LAUREL BURCHFIELD

feeling  
forgotten 

MICHIGAN VOTERS WHO HAVE 
EXPERIENCED HOMELESSNESS 
KNOW WHAT’S AT STAKE



Affordable Housing 
Mentioned in Democratic & 
Republican Party Platforms 

THE RECENTLY ADOPTED DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE 2020 PLATFORM AND THE PLATFORM 
APPROVED BY REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE IN 
2020 BOTH ADDRESS HOUSING. THEIR APPROACHES 
TO SUPPORTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING, HOWEVER, 
ARE DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT.  

“More than six million households had to move from homeownership to renting. Rental 
costs escalated so that today nearly 12 million families spend more than 50 percent 
of their incomes just on rent. The national homeownership rate has sharply fallen and 
the rate for minority households and young adults has plummeted. So many remain 
unemployed or underemployed, and for the lucky ones with jobs, rising rents make it 
harder to save for a mortgage.” 

“Our goal is to advance responsible homeownership while guarding against the abuses 
that led to the housing collapse. We must scale back the federal role in the housing 
market, promote responsibility on the part of borrowers and lenders, and avoid future 
taxpayer bailouts. Reforms should provide clear and prudent underwriting standards 
and guidelines on predatory lending and acceptable lending practices. Compliance 
with regulatory standards should constitute a legal safe harbor to guard against 
opportunistic litigation by trial lawyers.” 

“Zoning decisions have always been, and must remain, under local control. The current 
Administration is trying to seize control of the zoning process through its Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing regulation. It threatens to undermine zoning laws in order to 
socially engineer every community in the country. While the federal government has a 
legitimate role in enforcing non-discrimination laws, this regulation has nothing to do 
with proven or alleged discrimination and everything to do with hostility to the self-
government of citizens.”

2020 REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 
The 2020 Republican National Convention did not adopt a new platform. Instead, they re-adopted the 2016 platform and will not adopt 
a new platform until 2024. As a result, the platform approved by the 2020 Convention does not address the current COVID-19 crisis or 
any of the Trump administration’s policies. Instead, the platform re-commits to the party’s 2016 goals and policies. The party platform 
includes incentives for homeownership, regulatory changes and minimizing the federal role in zoning decisions. Selected quotes 
from the party platform include:  

DNC & RNC PARTY PLATFORMS
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https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-07-31-Democratic-Party-Platform-For-Distribution.pdf
https://prod-cdn-static.gop.com/docs/Resolution_Platform_2020.pdf?_ga=2.165306300.2055661719.1598124638-455285808.1584478680


2020 DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 
The 2020 Democratic Platform includes various policies to support affordable housing and eliminate racial 
disparities in housing. It promises to address the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on housing affordability and 
stop the eviction crisis. The platform acknowledges the systemic and historic racism in housing policy and 
builds policies to end housing discrimination. The solutions in the platform include additional funding for 
the national Housing Trust Fund and public housing program so that more individuals can access affordable 
housing. Selected quotes from the party platform include: 
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“COVID-19 has laid bare deep fault lines in our economy, our society, and our health care system. 
Disparities in health care access, in access to paid sick leave, in environmental quality, in the 
employment market, and in housing have contributed to disproportionate rates of infection and 
death among Black Americans, Native Americans, Latinos, and certain Asian American and Pacific 
Islander communities.” 

“The United States is facing an unprecedented housing crisis as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and President Trump’s recession, with millions of families at risk of being evicted. We 
support state and local measures to freeze rent increases, evictions, utility shutoffs, and late fees 
for rent, to prevent families from becoming homeless and making the pandemic even worse.” 

“Housing in America should be stable, accessible, safe, healthy, energy efficient, and, above all, 
affordable. No one should have to spend more than 30 percent of their income on housing, so 
families have ample resources left to meet their other needs and save for retirement. Democrats 
believe the government should take aggressive steps to increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable housing, and address long-standing economic and racial inequities in our 
housing markets.” 

“Democrats will supercharge investment in the Housing Trust Fund to greatly expand the number 
of affordable, accessible housing units on the market. We will expand the Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit to incentivize private-sector construction of affordable housing, and make sure urban, 
suburban, and rural areas all benefit.” 

“Democrats are committed to ending homelessness in America. Democrats commit to providing 
Section 8 housing support for every eligible family, and will enact protections to keep landlords 
from discriminating against voucher recipients. Democrats support a housing-first approach to 
ending homelessness, because having a stable and safe place to live is essential to helping a 
person tackle any other challenges they may face, from mental illness to substance use disorders 
to post-traumatic stress disorder.” 

“We will act swiftly to end homelessness among veterans and will enact strong protections 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer youth, especially Black, Latino, and Native 
American LGBTQ+ youth, who too often find themselves on the streets.” 



Housing Providers Step Up to Help 
Renters Vote Successfully

A coalition of housing providers throughout the 
country has come together under the Our Homes, 
Our Votes: 2020 banner, committing to increasing 

voter registration and voter turnout among their residents. 
Renters face so many barriers to voting, and even more so 
with the health risks presented by the ongoing pandemic. 
Housing providers are uniquely positioned to encourage 
voter registration and help residents register successfully, to 
provide information on how to vote, and to boost vote-by-mail 
and early voting so the renters can vote safely.

The Housing Providers Council currently includes organizations who own or operate more than 1 
million subsidized rental homes. All participants are committed to non-partisan voter engagement 
in all of their efforts. Learn more at https://tinyurl.com/y4srblmn.

CURRENT 
PARTICIPANTS
ACTION-Housing

Avanath Capital Management

Beacon Communities

Bridging the Gap Development

Church Housing Corporation

City of Philadelphia – Dept of Behavior 
Health

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

Columbia Residential

Community Housing Resource Partners

Dominium

EAH Housing

Edgewood Management/Vantage 
Management

Enterprise Residential

Envolve Communities

Gunnison Valley Regional Housing 
Authority

Habitat America

Hope Communities

John Stewart Company

Jonathan Rose Companies

L+M Development Partners/C+C 
Management

Landex Development

LDG Development

Linc Housing

Maiker Housing Partners

McCormack Baron Salazar

Mercy Housing

The Michaels Organization/Better 
Tomorrows

National Church Residences

National Housing Trust

NHP Foundation/Operation Pathways

The NRP Group

Peabody Properties

Perry Rose

Preservation Management

Preservation of Affordable Housing 
(POAH)

Richman Property Services

Schochet Companies

Silver Street Development Corp

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development 
Corp

TESCO Properties

The Community Builders

Volunteers of America 

WinnCompanies

Wishcamper Companies

Woda Cooper Companies

Jonathan Rose Companies is one of 
the country’s leading developers and 
investors in sustainable, affordable, 

and mixed-income multifamily real estate, 
with 15,000 units owned in 19 states and the 
District of Columbia. Founded in 1989, the 
company believes that helping its residents 
become civically engaged creates a sense of 
common purpose and connects residents to 
their community and each other. “We strongly 
encourage the active participation of our 
citizen residents in their communities to have 
a voice in shaping policies that affect their daily 
lives,” said Jonathan F.P. Rose, president of 
JRCo. “Voting increases the chance that their 
voices will be heard.”

In 2018, Jonathan Rose Companies partnered 
with the League of Women Voters Education 
Foundation to launch RoseVotes, a voter 
engagement campaign across 30 communities 
nationwide. The initiative focused on voter 
registration events, distributing non-partisan 
voter educational materials, and testing rides 
to the polls in partnership with Lyft. 

In 2020, the pandemic presented new 
challenges, and required the company to find 
new ways to help residents vote. In order to 
ensure resident safety, the RoseVotes Vote 
at Home campaign promotes voting by mail. 
A “Voter Roadmap” was delivered to each 

resident across our personally managed 
properties outlines the steps involved in voting 
by mail, with action steps and associated dates 
specific to that state. Posters in the buildings 
remind residents why voting is important 
and share critical state-specific deadlines for 
voting by mail. Finally, prerecorded phone call 
messages at each deadline remind residents to 
complete the step. These communications are 
supplemented by virtual and socially distanced 
events that encourage camaraderie between 
residents.

Jonathan Rose Companies believes that one 
of the most effective ways to help residents 
vote is to incorporate voter registration into 
the leasing process. The company has found 
that many residents don’t realize they need to 
update their registrations when they move, 
and residents who haven’t voted in a while may 
not realize that they’ve been removed from the 
voter list until its too late. Helping residents 
register to vote when they are signing a 
new lease, renewing an existing lease, or 
completing recertification is an easy and 
cost-effective way to ensure all residents are 
registered to vote. Moving forward, Jonathan 
Rose Companies is working closely with 
NLIHC through the Housing Providers Council 
to get other owners and property managers to 
pledge to incorporate voter registration into 
their leasing process.

BY SUMAN GIDWANI

Making Voting a 
Priority SOLUTIONS DURING 

A PANDEMIC

GETTING OUT TO VOTE
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BECAUSE HOUSING IS BUILT WITH BALLOTS

OUR HOMES, OUR VOTES

HOUSING PROVIDERS COUNCIL
OUR HOMES, OUR VOTES: 2020

V O T E R S  L I V E  H E R E !

https://tinyurl.com/y4srblmn


National Housing Trust Communities (NHTC) preserves and 
improves housing so that it is healthy, safe and affordable 
for all people. NHTC raises the power of community voice 

through non-partisan, voter mobilization. NHTC has been involved in 
Get Out the Vote (GOTV) efforts for more than a decade through resident 
outreach and collaboration. While the COVID-19 pandemic has changed 
the way NHTC has thought about GOTV in 2020, the organization remains 
committed to making sure every resident who wants to vote gets to 
vote. NHTC owns and operates 35 multifamily properties across the U.S. 
Much of the resident engagement is done by property management and 
resident services staff who reach out directly to residents at home. Taking 
the time to vote can be a commitment that may seem overwhelming. 
Often individuals and families, especially renters, are simply too busy 
between work and childcare to spend time on voter education or to find 
out when and how to vote. NHT Communities aims to provide residents 
with the necessary information to make voting as accessible as possible 
through information distribution via fliers, mail, email, and property 
events. For example, in 2018, NHTC launched Where Will We Live 
campaign to lift resident voices and mobilize renters around housing 
affordability. Voter registration tables were organized in all affordable 
housing properties, so residents did not have to go far to register. 

In 2020, NHTC’s efforts are focused on raising awareness around voter 
safety during the COVID-19 pandemic and supporting residents in 
making the voting choice that works best for them, whether by voting 
in person or submitting mail-in/absentee ballots. During the pandemic, 
instead of organizing voter registration tables and organizing rides to 
polling stations, NHTC is working with local organizations to lead phone 
drives for direct outreach to residents. NHTC is also sending voter kits to 
affordable housing properties that make voting a family affair. In addition 
to including information on polling stations and CDC recommendations 
for voting safely, the kits include youth activities to help children 
understand the importance of voting. 

Lastly, NHTC will continue to work with other affordable housing owners 
to explore best practices in voter mobilization and to strengthen efforts to 
promote community self-determination. 

NHT Communities 
Getting Out the Vote 

BY RAISA JOHNSON
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DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

I certify under penalty of perjury, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746, that the foregoing are true and 
correct:

• I  have  used  best  efforts  to  obtain all available government assistance for rent or housing;1

• I either expect to earn no more than $99,000 in annual income for Calendar Year 2020 (or 
no more than $198,000 if filing a joint tax return), was not required to report any income 
in 2019 to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, or received an Economic Impact Payment 
(stimulus check) pursuant to Section 2201 of the CARES Act;

• I am unable to pay my full rent or make a full housing payment due to substantial loss of 
household income, loss of compensable hours of work or wages, lay-offs, or extraordinary2 
out-of-pocket medical expenses;

• I am using best efforts to make timely partial payments that are as close to the full payment 
as the individual’s circumstances may permit, taking into account other nondiscretionary 
expenses;

• If evicted I would likely become homeless, need to move into a homeless shelter, or need to 
move into a new residence shared by other people who live in close quarters because I have no 
other available housing options.3

• I understand that I must still pay rent or make a housing payment, and comply with other 
obligations that I may have under my tenancy, lease agreement, or similar contract. I further 
understand that fees, penalties, or interest for not paying rent or making a housing payment 
on time as required by my tenancy, lease agreement, or similar contract may still be charged 
or collected.

• I further understand that at the end of this temporary halt on evictions on December 31, 
2020, my housing provider may require payment in full for all payments not made prior to 
and during the temporary halt and failure to pay may make me subject to eviction pursuant to 
State and local laws.

• I understand that any false or misleading statements or omissions may result 
in criminal and civil actions for fines, penalties, damages, or imprisonment.                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                          

 
Signature of Declarant                                                                                       Date

1 “Available government assistance” means any governmental rental or housing payment benefits available to the 
individual or any household member.

2 An “extraordinary” medical expense is any unreimbursed medical expense likely to exceed 7.5% of one’s adjusted 
gross income for the year.

3 “Available housing” means any available, unoccupied residential property, or other space for occupancy in any 
seasonal or temporary housing, that would not violate Federal, State, or local occupancy standards and that would not 
result in an overall increase of housing cost to you.

Please note that there might have been additional 
congressional action between the publication of this article 
and the date you are reading it. For the latest information, 
visit: https://bit.ly/2Rnuj4Z 

Without action by Congress, 30 to 40 
million renters are at risk of being 
evicted at the end of 2020. While the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
enacted an eviction moratorium, Congress must 
pass a coronavirus relief bill that includes funding 
to address the needs of people experiencing 
homelessness and to keep the lowest-income 
renters from losing their homes, as renters will still 
need to pay back-rent at the end of the moratorium. 

The next coronavirus spending package must 
include the following top priorities, all of which are 
included in the “Health and Economic Recovery 
Omnibus Emergency Solutions (HEROES) Act” 
passed by the House in May: 

•	 An additional $11.5 billion in Emergency 
Solutions Grants (ESG) to reduce the number 
of people living in shelters and provide short-
term rental assistance and housing stability 
services 

•	 At least $100 billion in emergency rental 
assistance and eviction protection to keep the 
lowest-income renters stably housed 

•	 A national, uniform moratorium on evictions 
and foreclosures to protect all renters and 
homeowners from losing their homes 

The HEROES Act passed in the House on May 
15. Senate Republicans did not release their 
coronavirus relief proposal, the “HEALS Act,” until 
July 27. The HEALS Act, and the revised proposal 
that Senate Republicans released three weeks later, 
would do nothing to prevent the coming wave of 
evictions and rise in homelessness. Negotiations on 
a COVID response package are now stalled. 

The CDC issued a national moratorium on 
September 1 preventing most evictions for 
nonpayment of rent. The action is long overdue 
and badly needed, providing essential protection to 
millions of renters. While an eviction moratorium 
during the pandemic is essential, it is a half-
measure that delays but does not prevent evictions. 
Congress and the White House must get back to 
work on negotiations to enact a COVID-19 relief bill 
that includes NLIHC’s top priorities listed above.  

Advocates should contact their members of 
Congress and urge them to prioritize these 
resources and protections in a new coronavirus 
relief package immediately. Find your members of 
Congress and send them an email at:  
https://sforce.co/2yeW3CD  

See NLIHC’s recommendations to Congress for the 
next coronavirus relief package at:  
www.nlihc.org/responding-coronavirus

NLIHC COVID-19 Policy Priorities 

https://bit.ly/2Rnuj4Z
https://bit.ly/2A3FV7y
https://bit.ly/2A3FV7y
https://sforce.co/2yeW3CD
https://sforce.co/2yeW3CD
http://www.nlihc.org/responding-coronavirus
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Congress has until October 1, when the new fiscal year 
begins, to pass an appropriations package to fund 
the federal government, or instead pass a continuing 

resolution (CR) allowing government programs to continue 
operations for a short period of time at the previous year’s 
funding levels.  

The House of Representatives passed a package of six spending 
bills for fiscal year (FY) 2021 on August 3 (H.R. 7617), including 
the Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development (THUD) 
appropriations bill. The THUD bill provides significant increases 
in funding for housing programs that serve low-income people 
and communities, including an additional $4.6 billion for HUD 
programs above the previous year’s funding.  

The bill also contains amendments to block implementation of 
harmful HUD proposals, including the agency’s anti-transgender 
changes to the Equal Access Rule, its changes to the anti-
discrimination Disparate Impact Rule of 2013, its rollback of the 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) Rule of 2015, and 
its proposed rule to force mixed-status immigrant families to 
separate or face eviction from HUD-assisted housing 

Despite progress in the House, the Senate has yet to pass a 
single spending bill and is unlikely to do so before the November 
election. Congress will likely pass a CR by September 30 to avoid a 
government shutdown and may delay passing an appropriations 
bill for FY21 until December 2020 or in the new year. Long-
term CRs can cause issues for HUD and USDA rental assistance 
programs, which require increased funding every year to keep 
up with increased housing costs. In the event of a long-term CR, 
NLIHC will work with advocates and our partners in Congress 
to ensure HUD and USDA affordable housing programs receive 
the funding they need to ensure every tenant will remain safely, 
stably, affordably and accessibly housed. 

Federal Funding Update

The Housing Saves Lives Campaign and HUD’s Anti-Transgender Changes to the Equal Access Rule  

In another attack by the Trump 
Administration against the LGBTQ 
community, HUD published its 

proposed anti-transgender changes o 
the Equal Access Rule in the Federal 
Register on July 23. HUD’s proposed rule 
change would weaken the protections for 
transgender individuals set in the Equal 
Access Rule of 2016. HUD’s rule would 
limit the ability of transgender people 
experiencing homelessness to secure 
emergency shelter and emergency shelter 
services by allowing shelter providers 
to deny admission or access to services 
consistent with an individual’s gender 
identity.  

The current Equal Access Rule explicitly 
prohibits discrimination in HUD-funded 
housing and programs based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. It 
was updated in 2016 to establish vital 
protections for LGBTQ individuals and 
allowed individuals to pursue emergency 
sheltering services in accordance with 
their gender identity.  

One day after HUD Secretary Carson 
testified before Congress and said that 
he was not anticipating any changes to 
protections for LGBTQ people and that 

HUD would not make any changes to the 
Equal Access Rule, HUD announced on 
May 22 its proposal to gut the rule and 
remove protections for LGBTQ people.  

HUD’S PROPOSED RULE 

Features of the harmful proposed 
changes include: 

•	 Revisions to the definition of gender 
identity to mean actual or perceived 
gender-related characteristics 
(deleting the current rule’s “the 
gender by which a person identifies, 
regardless of the sex assigned to that 
person at birth and regardless of the 
person’s perceived gender identity). 

•	 Allowing shelter providers to place 
and accommodate individuals 
on the basis of their policies for 
determining someone’s sex. 

•	 Allowing shelter providers to deny 
admission using a range of factors, 
including the provider’s “good faith 
belief ” that an individual is not of 
the sex that the shelter serves (e.g., a 
women’s shelter), an individual’s sex 

as reflected in official government 
documents, or the gender with 
which a person identifies. 

•	 Allowing shelter providers to 
use physical characteristics as 
“reasonable considerations” to 
determine a person’s biological 
sex. This may include factors such 
as height, presence of facial hair, 
the presence of an Adam’s apple, 
and other physical characteristics 
that HUD claims “when considered 
together, are indicative of a person’s 
biological sex.” 

Despite admitting that data is lacking, 
HUD bases its justification on anecdotal 
evidence and dangerous stereotypes, 
exaggerated “religious freedom” 
assertions, and unfounded regulatory 
burdens on shelters. Amid a global 
pandemic and racial injustices plaguing 
our country, it is unconscionable for the 
administration to dedicate resources and 
time to dismantling anti-discrimination 
laws and policies. 

Transgender individuals already face 
steep barriers in accessing shelter. 
Transgender individuals are far more 
likely than the general population to 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/24/2020-14718/community-planning-and-development-housing-programs-making-admission-or-placement-determinations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/07/24/2020-14718/community-planning-and-development-housing-programs-making-admission-or-placement-determinations


23  TENANT TALK

The Trump Administration repealed the 2015 regulation implementing the Fair Housing 
Act’s obligation to “affirmatively further fair housing” (AFFH). Forgoing the usual 60-day 
public comment period, HUD published a final rule that guts AFFH, effective September 8. 

The Fair Housing Act of 1968 not only made it against federal law to discriminate against 
various groups of people in housing. It also required meaningful actions on the part of 
local and state governments to undo decades of federal, state, and local discriminatory 
policies and practices that resulted in today’s segregated communities.  

The 2015 rule represented the first significant AFFH regulation since the Fair Housing 
Act of 1968. It required HUD, as well as public housing agencies (PHAs), states, counties, 
and cities to affirmatively further fair housing if they receive federal funds. HUD 
Secretary Ben Carson suspended the rule in 2018; now the 2015 rule has been completely 
overturned. 

The final Trump/Carson rule requires a PHA, city, county, or state receiving HUD funds 
only to “certify” (pledge in writing) that they are affirmatively furthering fair housing. 
The new rule considers a certification adequate if the program participant takes any 
action related to promoting one or more characteristics of fair housing.  

The final rule redefines “fair housing” to mean housing that is affordable, safe, decent, free of unlawful 
discrimination, and physically accessible. The rule also redefines “affirmatively further” to mean to take any 
action related to promoting any of those fair housing characteristics (affordable, safe, decent, free of unlawful 
discrimination, and physically accessible). For example, to certify that it is affirmatively furthering fair housing, 
all a city might have to do is donate one building in a disinvested neighborhood that the city obtained for free 
because the owner abandoned it, provide the building to a developer for $1 to rehabilitate it, and rent to low-
income households, some of whom might use Housing Choice Vouchers to make it affordable. 

NLIHC and other civil rights and housing organizations issued a media statement on July 23 after HUD 
announced its intention to publish the rule (called “Preserving Community and Housing Choice”). The statement 
condemned the administration’s action and the president’s use of incendiary racial rhetoric about the move. 

experience homelessness. According to the 
2015 U.S. Transgender Survey, nearly 1/3 of 
transgender people experience homelessness at 
some point in their lives. That number increases 
to 50% for transgender people of color. The same 
survey found that 70% of respondents reported 
mistreatment in shelters due to their gender 
identity, and 44% of respondents had left a shelter 
due to poor or unsafe conditions, despite not having 
alternative shelter. One in 10 respondents who 
had stayed in a shelter a year prior were kicked 
out once the shelter staff found out that they were 
transgender. HUD’s anti-transgender rule will only 
exacerbate the prevalence of these issues.   

HOUSING SAVES LIVES 
CAMPAIGN 

NLIHC, True Colors United, the National LGBTQ 
Task Force, National Housing Law Project, and over 
50 local and national organizations have launched 
the Housing Saves Lives campaign to encourage 
advocates to submit public comments opposing 
HUD’s anti-transgender rule change.  

From August 31 to September 4, the Housing 
Saves Lives campaign hosted a Week of Action to 
encourage advocates to submit their comments 
opposing HUD’s proposed anti-transgender 
changes to the Equal Access Rule. Thousands of 
public comments were submitted telling HUD that 
denying transgender people access to federally 
funded shelters is cruel and unacceptable. 
Members of Congress also voiced significant 
opposition to the rule. Over 140 Members of 
Congress signed on to a bicameral letter submitted 
as a public comment urging HUD to immediately 
rescind its anti-transgender proposal.   

The deadline for advocates to submit comments 
opposing this HUD’s proposed rule is September 
22. For more resources, a template to help draft 
your comment, and a direct portal to submit your 
comment, visit: HousingSavesLives.org

Trump Administration Repeals Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule 

https://bit.ly/3f2yxbw
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-08-07/pdf/2020-16320.pdf
https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS-Full-Report-Dec17.pdf
https://nlihc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e702259618becdc3f0451bd5d&id=817ea831e6&e=75bcb38aa6
http://HousingSavesLives.org


GETTING OUT TO VOTE

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recently released an eviction moratorium 
valid through the end of 2020. The moratorium 

prevents eviction proceedings for eligible renters who 
provide a signed declaration to their landlord. While the 
moratorium gives some breathing space for renters, 
current and past-due rent will still be due on January 
1, 2021. Many tenants have been able to scrape by while 
skipping utility bills and food, using supplemental 
unemployment benefits, or applying for rental assistance. 
For many, however, the economic realities have not changed 
since the pandemic began.  

For the past five months, NLIHC has been tracking state and 
local emergency rental assistance programs. Find a rental 
assistance program near you at:  
https://nlihc.org/rental-assistance  

Common themes emerged in our analysis:  

•	 Many programs require significant 
documentation to prove COVID-19 hardship. 
Only 29 programs allow tenants to self-certify that they 
meet eligibility requirements.  

•	 Few programs target extremely or very 
low-income households. Fewer than two in ten 
programs using area median income (AMI) set their 
threshold at or below 50% AMI.  

•	 Landlords are typically required to participate 
in some way in two out of three programs. Four 
in ten programs that require landlords to participate 
also ask landlords to make concessions such as not 
evicting tenants or forgiving a share of rent.  

The need for assistance continues to surpass available 
funding, and programs fail to provide assistance for an 
adequate length of time. Due to high demand, one in four 
programs has already closed. Most programs provide 
only three months of assistance or less, even though the 
pandemic has already lasted more than six months. At 
least six in ten programs are forced to select which tenants 
will receive aid through lottery or first-come, first-served 
systems. More funding for rental assistance is urgently 
needed. 

The “Emergency Rental Assistance and Rental Market 
Stabilization Act” would provide $100 billion for emergency 
rental assistance to assist households affected by the 
COVID-19 crisis and would address and prevent many of the 
shortcomings in existing state and local rental assistance 
programs. The HEROES Act and the “Emergency Housing 
Protections and Relief Act” include this urgently needed 
legislation. The House of Representatives has already 
passed both the HEROES Act and Emergency Housing 
Protections and Relief Act. The Senate has failed to act for 
months. Contact your senators and demand that they pass 
rent relief now: https://sforce.co/3kk2OFY

COVID-19 Rental 
Assistance Programs

https://nlihc.org/rental-assistance
https://sforce.co/3kk2OFY
https://nlihc.org/rental-assistance
https://nlihc.org/rental-assistance
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contractual obligation, other than the timely 
payment of rent or similar housing-related 
payment (including non-payment or late 
payment of fees, penalties, or interest).

What You Need to Know

Am I Eligible?

• The order covers virtually all rental properties,
including single-family homes, mobile homes and
apartments.

• The order bans landlords from evicting tenants for
non-payment of rent through the end of 2020 if
the tenants have submitted a declaration of income
loss or significant medical expense (see declaration
on the next page).

• Once a tenant has sent the declaration to their
landlord, the landlord cannot take any action
to remove or cause the removal of that tenant for
non-payment of rent before January 2021
— including such actions as serving an eviction
notice,  filing an eviction lawsuit, or harassing or
intimidating a tenant to vacate.

• It does NOT cancel or stop the rent from being
owed, or stop the build up of owed rent, which
would be due after the expiration of the order
expires.

• The order does allow an eligible tenant to be
evicted before January for certain reasons other
than nonpayment of rent, which include (unless
state or local law provides stronger “just cause
eviction” protections):

Tenants are eligible for protection if they: 
• Are unable to pay the rent due to income loss or

medical expenses
• Either expect to make less in 2020 than

$99,000 individually or $198,000 as a family,
or received a stimulus check or did not have to
file a 2019 tax return

• Try, or have tried, to access any government
rental assistance funds that may be available

• Agree to make partial rent payments based on
what they can afford

• If evicted the tenants would be homeless
or would have to move into a crowded or
substandard living situation

To get these protections, the tenant — and all adults 
living in the household — have to submit a signed 
declaration (see nneexxtt  ppaaggee) to their landlord stating 
they are eligible and that they are telling the truth, 
under legal penalty. [The declaration is available in 
multiple languages at: https://tinyurl.com/y5yehfmu] 
Tenants should keep a copy of the declaration and 
all correspondence with the landlord.

Contact your local legal services organization or 
local community organizing group to be connected 
to legal assistance for help with the declaration or if 
you are facing eviction.

• engaging in criminal activity while on the
premises; threatening the health or safety
of other residents; damaging or posing an
immediate and significant risk of damage to
property; violating any applicable building code,
health ordinance, or similar regulation relating
to health and safety; or violating any other

C.D.C. Eviction Moratorium Fact Sheet
On September 1st, the Centers for Disease Control (C.D.C) announced a national eviction moratorium for virtually 
all tenants in the U.S impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The order will be in effect from September 4, 2020 
through December 31, 2020. The order does not replace or override stronger state or local eviction protections in 
place and tenants and advocates should continue to work for strong local, state, and federal protections.
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DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

I certify under penalty of perjury, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746, that the foregoing are true and 
correct:

• I  have  used  best  efforts  to  obtain all available government assistance for rent or housing;1

• I either expect to earn no more than $99,000 in annual income for Calendar Year 2020 (or 
no more than $198,000 if filing a joint tax return), was not required to report any income 
in 2019 to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, or received an Economic Impact Payment 
(stimulus check) pursuant to Section 2201 of the CARES Act;

• I am unable to pay my full rent or make a full housing payment due to substantial loss of 
household income, loss of compensable hours of work or wages, lay-offs, or extraordinary2 
out-of-pocket medical expenses;

• I am using best efforts to make timely partial payments that are as close to the full payment 
as the individual’s circumstances may permit, taking into account other nondiscretionary 
expenses;

• If evicted I would likely become homeless, need to move into a homeless shelter, or need to 
move into a new residence shared by other people who live in close quarters because I have no 
other available housing options.3

• I understand that I must still pay rent or make a housing payment, and comply with other 
obligations that I may have under my tenancy, lease agreement, or similar contract. I further 
understand that fees, penalties, or interest for not paying rent or making a housing payment 
on time as required by my tenancy, lease agreement, or similar contract may still be charged 
or collected.

• I further understand that at the end of this temporary halt on evictions on December 31, 
2020, my housing provider may require payment in full for all payments not made prior to 
and during the temporary halt and failure to pay may make me subject to eviction pursuant to 
State and local laws.

• I understand that any false or misleading statements or omissions may result 
in criminal and civil actions for fines, penalties, damages, or imprisonment.                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                          

 
Signature of Declarant                                                                                       Date

1 “Available government assistance” means any governmental rental or housing payment benefits available to the 
individual or any household member.

2 An “extraordinary” medical expense is any unreimbursed medical expense likely to exceed 7.5% of one’s adjusted 
gross income for the year.

3 “Available housing” means any available, unoccupied residential property, or other space for occupancy in any 
seasonal or temporary housing, that would not violate Federal, State, or local occupancy standards and that would not 
result in an overall increase of housing cost to you.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is uncharted territory for the 
country’s disaster response and recovery system. 
President Trump’s National Emergency Declaration on 

March 13, 2020 was the first time such a declaration was made 
regarding a pandemic. The last time our country faced such 
a threat – the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic – FEMA had not yet 
been created. The majority of the existing laws, policies, and 
regulations regarding disaster response were crafted to address 
natural disasters or terrorist attacks, not the public health crisis 
our nation now faces. FEMA has spent the past few decades 
working to decentralize disaster recovery powers to the state 
level. This emphasis on state response creates challenges when a 
disaster, such as a pandemic, requires a unified approach. During 
the pandemic, FEMA has focused on supervising the production 
and distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
supporting emergency protective measures implemented at the 
state level through its Public Assistance (PA) Program.  

While FEMA has received significant attention regarding PPE 
production and distribution, members of the NLIHC-led Disaster 
Housing Recovery Coalition (DHRC) sought to utilize FEMA PA 
funding to protect a group at high risk of infection and death from 
COVID-19 infection: individuals experiencing homelessness. 
FEMA modified the PA program to include the funding of “non-
congregate shelter” (i.e., a shelter composed of individual rooms 
for each individual or household in hotels). Due to high rates 
of preexisting medical conditions and lack of access to hygiene 
facilities experienced by those experiencing homelessness, 
non-congregate sheltering has become crucial to stemming 
infections. As with many FEMA programs, however, problems 
with eligibility and approvals have hampered efforts to ensure 
individuals experiencing homelessness can use non-congregate 
sheltering to stay safe during the pandemic.  

As DHRC members and its partners in the homeless services 
community pressured state governments to develop a FEMA-
reimbursed non-congregate sheltering program, various issues 
emerged. First, FEMA delegated responsibility for approving 
state reimbursement requests to each of its 12 regions. This 
meant that the eligibility rules differed by state and region. In 
Connecticut, for example, any individual residing at a congregate 
shelter could access a hotel room to avoid COVID-19 infection, 
while in many other states only those who tested positive for 
COVID-19, had been exposed to COVID-19, or were deemed 
“medically high-risk” could access this life-saving program. Such 
a patchwork of eligibility rules meant that there was no unified 
effort to fully protect individuals experiencing homelessness 
from the pandemic. Second, many local and state governments 
were not eager to house those experiencing homelessness in 
hotels –implementing small programs or refusing to offer the 
service at all. Reasons ranged from NIMBY (“not in my back 
yard”) opposition in areas around host hotels to a reluctance by 
state and local governments to address the issue of housing and 
homelessness.  

The DHRC will continue to push for this FEMA-reimbursed 
program to ensure that all people experiencing homelessness 
have access to life-saving non-congregate shelter. By working 
with partners in homeless services and affordable housing, 
coalition members are hopeful that individuals experiencing 
homelessness can not only be protected from COVID-19, but 
also have greater access to permanent housing as the pandemic 
subsides.

Disaster Housing 
Recovery Coalition



Ordinary people with 
extraordinary vision can 
redeem the soul of America 
by getting in what I call good 
trouble, necessary trouble. 
Voting and participating in the 
democratic process are key. 
The vote is the most powerful 
nonviolent change agent you 
have in a democratic society. 
You must use it because it is 
not guaranteed. You can lose it.
-John Lewis, Together, You Can Redeem 
the Soul of Our Nation, New York Times.
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“LINKING TOGETHER: MARCH TO SAVE OUR CARE” RALLY AT THE 
U.S. CAPITOL ON JUNE 28, 2017. DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADERS 
AND OTHERS SPOKE TO DEFEND THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
AND TO DEFEAT REPUBLICAN PARTY EFFORTS TO REPEAL SO 
CALLED “OBAMA CARE” AND REPLACE IT WITH “TRUMP CARE” 
ALTERNATIVES. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/opinion/john-lewis-civil-rights-america.html
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