
Please standby.
We will begin momentarily.



Let’s Get Started!

July 31, 2019



General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar for 
questions. If you have a question, please use the Q&A 
box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and a 
copy of today’s slides to all participants following the 
webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, please 
send an email to Brooke Schipporeit at 
bschipporeit@nlihc.org.  
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Agenda

1. Introduction to Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020

2. Engagement in Presidential primary elections
3. Update from New Hampshire
4. Update from Iowa
5. Reminders on legal considerations for 501(c)(3) 

organizations
6. Features and resources at www.ourhomes-

ourvotes.org
7. New voter engagement toolkit
8. Question and Answer



INTRODUCTION



Engaging Voters and 
Candidates

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 











Presidential Candidates

Early Traction in Presidential Campaigns

• 11 Presidential candidates have put forth plans or 
proposals on affordable housing

• Varying degress of detail in these plans

• 8 Presidential candidates propose major increases to the 
national Housing Trust Fund, often at $40 billion per year

• Common features of proposals:
• Rental assistance
• Zoning reform
• Renter protections and fair housing
• Housing entitlement





APPROACH 

CANDIDATE INTERCEPTS

+
COFFEE WITH THE CANDIDATE EVENTS

=
FREQUENT MENTIONS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING





INTERCEPTS WORK



ECHO CHAMBER IS KEY



SMALL EVENTS = BIG DISCUSSION



DETAILS & FOLLOW UP











Reminders on Legal Considerations



Legal Considerations 
for Nonprofits

“Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited 
from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of 
(or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office. Contributions to political campaign 
funds or public statements of position (verbal or written) made on behalf of the organization in favor of 
or in opposition to any candidate for public office clearly violate the prohibition against political 
campaign activity.  Violating this prohibition may result in denial or revocation of tax-exempt 
status and the imposition of certain excise taxes.

Certain activities or expenditures may not be prohibited depending on the facts and 
circumstances.  For example, certain voter education activities (including presenting public forums 
and publishing voter education guides) conducted in a non-partisan manner do not constitute 
prohibited political campaign activity. In addition, other activities intended to encourage people to 
participate in the electoral process, such as voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives, would not 
be prohibited political campaign activity if conducted in a non-partisan manner.

On the other hand, voter education or registration activities with evidence of bias that (a) would favor 
one candidate over another; (b) oppose a candidate in some manner; or (c) have the effect of 
favoring a candidate or group of candidates, will constitute prohibited participation or intervention.”



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Permissible 
Activities

ISSUE ADVOCACY 

Advocating for organization’s issues 
during election year 

CANDIDATE EDUCATION

Helping candidates understand the 
importance of your issues

VOTER EDUCATION 

Educating voters in a non-partisan way 
about candidates

VOTER ENGAGEMENT

Registering voters, getting out the vote



Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

• PHAs can provide registration 
materials as well as help residents fill 
out registration forms. 

• PHA newsletters can and should 
contain information about registration 
and voting.

• Public housing buildings can display 
registration information in common 
areas such as bulletin boards near 
elevators or in community rooms, 
etc.

Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) CAN participate 
in voter registration activities!



Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

Federal Funds Do Place Restrictions on Certain 
Organizations: 

• Staff who are paid through AmeriCorps or HeadStart
funding cannot participate in voter registration activities.

• Legal Services groups cannot participate in any election 
activity, even if nonpartisan.

• Recipients of Community Services Block Grant funding can 
participate in voter registration and engagement, but CSBG 
funds cannot be used.

• More information on federal funds and voter registration 
restrictions can be found at: http://bit.ly/1lnQxh7



New Website
www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org



Tracking Candidates

Candidate pages include:
• Information on housing 

legislation offered by 
candidates

• Links to affordable housing 
plans and proposals

• Videos of candidates 
speaking on housing issues

• Articles in which the 
candidate mentions plans 
for affordable homes



Resources on 
the Website

• Toolkit with templates and suggestions

• Factsheets
• Policy recommendations to candidates

• Our Homes, Our Votes Guide and Narrative Plan

• Graphics and images for use in social media

• Recordings of previous webinars

• Links to other helpful partners and organizations



Our Homes, Our Votes
Toolkit



Toolkit features

• Tips for voter registration

• Sample candidate questionnaire

• Successful candidate forums

• Guide to participating in Town Hall meetings

• How to overcome voter apathy

• Mobilizing throughout early voting periods

• Confronting voter suppression and voter intimidation

• Hosting effective candidate site visits



Sample Toolkit 
Resource

As you read the Toolkit:

• What needs to be 

added?

• What resources will 

be most useful for 

your efforts? 



Questions?






