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General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar for
questions. If you have a question, please use the Q&A
box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and a
copy of today’s slides to all participants following the
webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, please
send an email to Brooke Schipporeit at
bschipporeit@nlihc.org.



Agenda
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2. Notes about COVID-19 and the elections

3. Educating Voters
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INTRODUCTION



Engaging Voters and 
Candidates

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout among 
low-income housing renters and advocates. 









COVID-19 Response and Elections



Call to Action!
COVID-19

The Issue: Additional resources are needed to  mitigate 
harm from the COVID-19 pandemic

The Ask: Any comprehensive response should include 
resources to help ensure housing stability for low-income 
individuals and people experiencing homelessness.
1. $100 billion in emergency rent assistance
2. An additional $11.5 billion in Emergency Solutions 

Grants (ESG) funding
3. National moratorium on evictions

nlihc.org/coronavirus-and-housing-homelessness



Coronavirus and the 
elections

Primaries: Many states are rescheduling or 
canceling Presidential primary elections

Strategies: 
1. Promote voting by mail

• ACLU has a great resource available at 
https://tinyurl.com/vdagfub

2. Plan voter education events, candidate forums, and 
town halls as remote events
• Scheduling for end of summer or early autumn are 

strong strategies
3. Make voters aware of online voter registration tools 

that can be accessed via phone or tablet



Knowing How to Vote



The Basics: Dates, 
Times, Polling Locations

Every Voter Needs to Know:

1. Polling locations

2. Open and closing times

3. What to bring with them

4. Options for mail-in ballots and early voting



Resources on State-by-State 
Polling Locations and Rules

NonProfit VOTE

• Voting in Your State Resource
• https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/

League of Women Voters

• Address-based voter information
• www.vote411.org





Sample Ballots

• How to complete the ballot

• What are the positions that will be on the ballot

• What are the ballot initiatives







Know the Ballot by 
Entering an Address



Pick a race…



Learn More About Each 
Candidate



Further information from 
www.vote411.org



Hypothesis About 
Disengagement

• New voters don’t understand that voting is the first 
step.

• Change doesn’t happen as fast as people want

• People forget that sharing on Facebook is not the 
same as voting

• People only complain when their taxes go up



Defending Against Voter 
Suppression



Defending Against Voter 
Suppression

• Provide information on Voter ID requirements
• EVERYONE fills out a ballot

• Provisional ballots can always be cast and counted in the 
case of close elections

• Use the hotlines!
• Election Protection Hotline: 

• 1-866-OUR-VOTE
• 1-888-VE-Y-VOTA (en Español)

• U.S. Department of Justice Voting Rights Hotline
• 1-800-253-3931

• The best defense is a good offense!



Informing Voters on the Issues



Voter Guides

• A voter guide seeks to provide voters with general 
information on each of the candidates and the offices 
they will fill.

• Ballot initiatives should be discussed, and CAN include 
an organizational position.

• Things to consider:
• Include general candidate information such as name, photo, 

occupation, party affiliation, contact information, website, etc.
• Can include their responses from a questionnaire. (Do NOT 

coordinate with candidate on including this information)



Information on the 
Candidates

• Survey responses
• The best candidate positions to include for your network 

are the ones that are provided from all candidates
• Picking and choosing quotes can be partisan

• Directing voters to candidates resources
• If providing websites or candidate flyers, make sure to 

include all candidates



Questions?



Third Thursdays at Three
Webinar and Podcast Series



Upcoming Training and 
Discussion Topics

1. Educating voters – voting logistics and candidate positions (April 16, 
2020)

2. Housing issues and ballot initiatives (May 21, 2020)
3. Overcoming common obstacles to voting (June 18, 2020)
4. The challenge of voting while homeless (July 16, 2020)
5. Voter Mobilization Part 1 – Early voting and vote-by-mail (August 20, 

2020)
6. Voter Mobilization Part 2 – Protecting against voter intimidation 

(September 17, 2020)
7. Election Day! Getting Out The Vote (October 15, 2020)
8. Holding candidates to their promises (November 19, 2020)

Other webinar recordings available at www.ourhomes-
ourvotes.org/webinars






