
Voter Registration Part 2



General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar for 
questions. If you have a question, please use the Q&A 
box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and a 
copy of today’s slides to all participants following the 
webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, please 
send an email to Brooke Schipporeit at 
bschipporeit@nlihc.org.  

mailto:bschipporeit@nlihc.org
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INTRODUCTION



Engaging Voters and 
Candidates

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout among 
low-income housing renters and advocates. 









Voter Registration:

Residents of Subsidized Housing



Who Lives in 
Subsidized Housing?

• Families with children

• Seniors

• People with disabilities

• Low-wage workers

• Caretakers



Concerns of Subsidized 
Renters

• Housing quality

• Safety and housing maintenance

• Community development
• Parks

• Schools

• Libraries

• Stability
• Preservation

• Housing needs of friends and loved ones



Who Should Approach 
Subsidized Renters?

1. Neighbors

2. Resident associations or tenant unions

3. Community organizations

4. Resident services staff

5. Property management staff

6. Campaigns



REGISTERED VOTERS AT NPH MEMBER ADDRESSES

By County and Age Group            Courtesy Non-Profit Housing Assn

65 yrs+ 55-64 45-54 35-44 25-34 18-24 Total

ALAMEDA 6,120 1,508 1,236 1,195 1,675 718 12,452 

CONTRA COSTA 2,394 661 654 586 732 396 5,423 

MARIN 843 169 105 78 80 61 1,336 

NAPA 295 69 40 41 54 57 556 

SAN FRANCISCO 6,851 2,161 1,688 1,315 1,530 703 14,248 

SAN MATEO 1,519 314 238 238 331 193 2,833 

SANTA CLARA 5,661 1,585 1,289 1,197 1,634 1,104 12,470 

SOLANO 1,173 415 265 324 530 219 2,926 

SONOMA 2,639

Total  24,856 6,882 5,515 4,974 6,566 3,451 54,833



Connecting with 
Subsidized Renters

• Door-to-door

• Meetings
• Tenant council meetings or neighborhood gatherings
• Community centers
• Churches
• Service centers

• Housing provider newsletters or mailings
• Important for public housing agencies and voucher 

households

• Social media



Where Do Subsidized 
Renters Live?

EVERYWHERE!

• Not just major cities

• Very often not in locked apartment buildings

• Mixed-income housing developments and mixed-
income neighborhoods

• Small developments

• Scattered-sites for people with vouchers



Finding Residents of Subsidized 

Housing



Using the National Housing 
Preservation Database (NHPD) 
for Voter Engagement Efforts

Dan Emmanuel

Senior Research Analyst

National Low Income Housing Coalition



What is the NHPD?

• The National Housing Preservation Database (NHPD) 
is a research tool created by NLIHC and PAHRC for 
identifying federally subsidized housing.

– Its most common use is for research and guiding 
preservation efforts.



How can we use the NHPD for voter engagement?

• NHPD can also serve as a starting point to guide 
voter engagement efforts and begin building a voter 
list for residents of assisted housing. 

• We’ll walkthrough how to identify assisted 
properties and share that data through a map.

– Using tools that are free and accessible to people of all 
skill levels (NHPD and Google Maps).



NHPD Enhancements

Accessing Database

http://preservationdatabase.org/


NHPD Enhancements

Accessing Database



NHPD Enhancements

Accessing Database



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters



NHPD Enhancements

Applying Property Filters



NHPD Enhancements

Exporting Your Data



NHPD Enhancements

Your Excel Data

• Each row is a property
• Delete unnecessary columns 

(variables)
• Keep:

– Property Name
– Property Address
– City
– State
– Zip
– Total Units
– Lat/Long (if no geocoder for 

addresses)
– County
– Congressional District

• Save



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Example of Final Map



Best Practices



Voter Lists

• The most effective voter 
engagement is 
ONGOING

• Registering voters only 
matters if they make it to 
the polls and cast a ballot

• Maximizing efficiency

• Several different levels of 
voter lists



Accessing Locked 
Apartment Buildings

• Voter registration is NOT soliciting, and simple 
indications of “no soliciting” do not apply to 
civic engagement.

• Most owners and operators will allow non-
partisan door-to-door registration when it is 
requested in advance.

• Neighbors can always engage neighbors.



Voting for Formerly 
Incarcerated Individuals

• Generally, a person with a conviction who has 
completed all parole and probation requirements is 
eligible to vote, but THIS VARIES BY STATE.

• States where all people with felony convictions are 
PERMANENTLY banned from voting are Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Iowa.

• Only two states allow people with convictions to vote 
while still in prison: Vermont and Maine.

• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) maintains a 
great map resource at: https://bit.ly/2t8ioyn

https://bit.ly/2t8ioyn


Questions?



Third Thursdays at Three

Webinar and Podcast Series



Upcoming Training and 
Discussion Topics

1. The role of housing providers (February 20, 2020)

2. Getting candidates on the record – issue surveys, town halls, and forums (March 
19, 2020)

3. Educating voters – voting logistics and candidate positions (April 16, 2020)

4. Housing issues and ballot initiatives (May 21, 2020)

5. Overcoming common obstacles to voting (June 18, 2020)

6. The challenge of voting while homeless (July 16, 2020)

7. Voter Mobilization Part 1 – Early voting and vote-by-mail (August 20, 2020)

8. Voter Mobilization Part 2 – Protecting against voter intimidation (September 17, 
2020)

9. Election Day! Getting Out The Vote (October 15, 2020)

10. Holding candidates to their promises (November 19, 2020)

Other webinar recordings available at www.ourhomes-
ourvotes.org/webinars

http://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/webinars




Stay in Touch

Joey Lindstrom

Manager for Field Organizing

National Low Income Housing 

Coalition

Twitter: @JoeyLindstrom

Email: jlindstrom@nlihc.org

Contact NLIHC’s field team

Find the Housing Advocacy Organizer 

for your state at: 

nlihc.org/nlihc-field-team 

mailto:jlindstrom@nlihc.org
nlihc.org/nlihc-field-team

