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Helpful Tools and Partners for 
Election Engagement



General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar for 
questions. If you have a question, please use the Q&A 
box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and a 
copy of today’s slides to all participants following the 
webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, please 
send an email to Brooke Schipporeit at 
bschipporeit@nlihc.org.  

mailto:bschipporeit@nlihc.org


Presenters

Joey Lindstrom
Manager for Field Organizing
National Low Income Housing Coalition
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom
Email: jlindstrom@nlihc.org

Maggie Bush
Programs and Outreach Director
League of Women Voters
Twitter: @DCmaggieB
Email: MBush@lwv.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Justin]
I am joined today by Diane Yentel and Shyaam Subramanian.

Diane is the President and CEO of the National Low Income Housing Coalition and is a veteran affordable housing policy expert and advocate with nearly two decades of work on affordable housing and community development issues.

Shyaam is Southern California Counsel for the Bolder Advocacy program at the Alliance for Justice and he assists nonprofit organizations in pursuing legal and effective advocacy to advance their public policy goals.
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Agenda

1. Brief review of Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020
2. Presidential candidate engagement update
3. Feature topic: Helpful partners and tools for an 

effective election engagement campaign
4. Question and Answer
5. Upcoming topics for webinars and podcasts



INTRODUCTION
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



Engaging Voters and 
Candidates

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 









Presidential Engagement Update

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Diane]

Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.





Democratic 
Presidential Debates

Last night, moderators asked the question!
• First time in memory, perhaps in history
• Tom Steyer, Senator Warren, and Senator Booker 

had opportunities to answer about affordable 
housing policy

• Answers covered key issues surrounding rental housing
• Right to counsel
• Renters tax credit
• Gentrification
• Redlining



Democratic 
Presidential Debates

THANK YOU!
• 1,001 organizations signed a letter to moderators pushing for 

them to ask the question



Our Homes, Our Votes
Candidate Housing Plans

Candidates with 
Housing Plans
• Bennet
• Booker
• Buttigieg
• Castro
• Delaney
• Gillibrand
• Harris
• Inslee
• Klobuchar
• O’Rourke
• Sanders
• Warren



Important Partners for Successful 
Election Engagement
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



League of Women 
Voters

• LWV active in 700+ 
communities in all 50 states

• Founded out of the movement 
for women’s suffrage

• Never endorse or oppose 
candidates

• Mobilizing 400+ affiliates for 
National Voter Registration Day 
2018

• 2018: Served 5M voters



Nonprofit VOTE

• Excellent resources for 501(c)(3) organizations 
eager to protect nonprofit status while working on 
elections

• State-by-State election resources
• Leaders on National Voter Registration Day
• www.nonprofitvote.org

http://www.nonprofitvote.org/


Alliance for Justice

• Bolder Advocacy campaign provides legal guidance 
for nonprofit organizations on both elections and 
lobbying efforts

• Technical assistance hotline: 866-NP-LOBBY
• Helpful “Do’s and Don’ts” sheets



Election Protection 
Coalition

• Key information about voting rights by state
• Advocacy work to protect the right to vote and to 

expand access to the polls
• Important story bank for people who have been 

intimidated or suppressed when attempting to vote



NALEO – National 
Association of Latino 
Elected and Appointed 
Officials
• Excellent resource 

on language justice 
at the ballot

• Resources and 
guidance on what 
voters need to bring 
with them such as 
ID requirements



Rock the Vote

• Online voter registration tool that can be built into 
your website or online apps

• Important tips on messaging to confront voter apathy
• Especially poignant often with young or new voters

• Training opportunities and templates



Brennan Center for 
Justice

• Periodic data and research 
reports on voter registration 
tactics

• For example, tips for active tabling 
or messaging to overcome voter 
apathy

• Advocacy and information on 
restoring voting rights for 
previously incarcerated citizens



Fair Elections Center & 
Fair Elections Legal 
Network

• State-by-state 
guides to voter 
registration drive 
rules 

• Provides litigation 
and advocacy to 
protect voters from 
intimidation, voter 
caging, and 
harassment

• Reports on language 
access at the ballot

• Student voting 
campaign



ACLU

• Resources & litigation on voting rights
• Detailed breakdowns of voting for people who have 

been incarcerated
• Work in some states on protecting the voting rights 

of homeless people who do not have addresses



Helpful Online Resources
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



Checking 
Registration Status

• Best resource is respective Secretary of State’s 
website

• Many partners provide easy-to-access links to the correct 
sites



Registering to Vote 
Online

• Many tools are available
• Most of them guide voters to online registration tools 

at state or local offices
• Embedding an online registration tool can be a great 

way to capture data on who in your network you are 
registering

• Important not just for new registrants, but for those 
who have recently moved and need to update a 
registration

• Available in 37 states and District of Columbia



Registering to Vote 
Online – An Example



Key Dates and 
Locations

Registration deadlines
• Both primary and 

general elections
Election dates

• Including the times 
polls are open

Early voting dates and 
locations

Polling location lookups



Voter Guides

• Information on candidates
• Ballot initiative questions
• Preparation for what to bring along at the polls



Sample Ballots

• Prepare voters 
with information 
about each 
decision they have 
to make in the 
voting booth.

• VOTE411.org 
resource 
searchable by 
address



Lookup Resource on 
Voting Barriers

Different states have different rules
• Voter ID laws
• Rights for previously convicted citizens
• Accommodations for voters with disabilities



Voter Protection 
Hotlines

• Election Protection 
Coalition: 866-OUR-
VOTE or 888-VE-Y-
VOTA

• Image: Election 
Protection Report 
data

• U.S. Department of 
Justice Voting Rights 
Hotline: 800-253-
3931.



Getting Involved with Your Local 
League of Women Voters
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



Partnering with your 
local League

• Ask your local LWV or other 
group to set up a registration 
drive 

• Attend a voter reg/education 
training

• Put out LWV’s voter information 
materials (paper or online) 

• Incorporate registration & 
voting info into your social 
media & public events 

• Join as a partner 



LWVUS Resources

• www.VOTE411.org:
• Candidate info for thousands of races
• Polling place locator
• State by state voting guidelines
• Voter Registration tool for all 50 states

• www.lwv.org:
• Find your local League
• Read our blog for tips and ideas

http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.lwv.org/


Questions?
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



Third Thursdays at Three
Webinar and Podcast Series
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Now I’ll turn it over to Diane who will introduce the Our Homes, Our Votes program.



Upcoming Training and 
Discussion Topics

1. Voter Registration Part 1 – Messaging, events, and canvassing (December 19)
2. Voter Registration Part 2 – Registering residents of subsidized housing (January 16, 2020)
3. The role of housing providers (February 20, 2020)
4. Getting candidates on the record – issue surveys, town halls, and forums (March 19, 2020)
5. Educating voters – voting logistics and candidate positions (April 16, 2020)
6. Housing issues and ballot initiatives (May 21, 2020)
7. Overcoming common obstacles to voting (June 18, 2020)
8. The challenge of voting while homeless (July 16, 2020)
9. Voter Mobilization Part 1 – Early voting and vote-by-mail (August 20, 2020)
10. Voter Mobilization Part 2 – Protecting against voter intimidation (September 17, 2020)
11. Election Day! Getting Out The Vote (October 15, 2020)
12. Holding candidates to their promises (November 19, 2020)

Other webinar recordings available at www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/webinars

http://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/webinars




Stay in Touch

Joey Lindstrom
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National Low Income Housing Coalition
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom
Email: jlindstrom@nlihc.org
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Programs and Outreach Director
League of Women Voters
Twitter: @DCmaggieB
Email: MBush@lwv.org
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